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ADA, 3 
Humbly beg) your; poo $ 
L Permilhon to: put this little 
Bopk; under. your, Protection; an 
honour- Which I ſhquld not 


=y ventured to 12 5 — had 


ments of ny and wu: 
with 


DEDICATION. 
with which your Grace's iHaſ- 
trious Anceſtors: have ever been 
peculiarly bleſſed. I flatter my- 
ſelf, it has not ſuffered by the 
Tranſlation. 


El nor I ſhall not be thought 
ſevere, if I fay it was difficult, 
in this light, diſſipated Age, to 
find a Lady of Quality, to whom 
a Moral Tale might, with Pro- 
priety, be addrefled : I found it 
x fo, tiH the Docness of Dzyon= 
SRE was pointed out to me 
u a Young Lady in whoſe Mind 


are centered! thoſe many Vittues 


8 ny concut to adorn her Fa- | 


mily ; ; 


DEDICATION: 
wily and who would not dif 
gain to patronize a Work origi- 


nally. written, and ſince N 
lated; by a Woman. mr 


" Warn 1 rellect "on up 
Gract's elevated Situation and 
Character; as bleſſed with that 
8 Domeſtic 'H appineſs which is 
ſeldom to be found a among the: 
Great, and which-the Good on- 
ly can deſerve; as poſſeſſed of 
Talents, which not only caſt a 
Luſtre on your own Actions, 

bur enable you to judge with 
Nicety of the Merits of others: 
and from whoſe carly Virtue. 
and. 
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and high Rank we may expecty 
at a more advanced Age, the beſt 
example a Court can receive; 
I am emboldened, without fur- 
ther Apology, to pay this pub- 
lic Teſtimony. of Reſpect to an 
Exalted Character. As ſuch A, 
Teſtimony, | 1 hope your Grace 
will receive it from che hand of . 
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TRANSLATOR's PREFAC 


} 


E, 


T T being cuſtomary to prefix 

an Addreſs to the Public to 
every Book with which they are 
| preſented; either to apologize for 
the writing of it, to deſpeak 
their good opinion, or give ſome 
account why it was written; I 
ſhall ſo far comply with general 
cuſtom, as to let the World know, 
this has been tranſlated ſome 
years, and was undertaken at the 

Vol. I. a requeſt 


4 
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requeſt of the late Dr. Hawkeſ- 


worth; who recommended. it to 
me as a Novel of that delicate 


kind which was peculiarly adapt- 
ed to a Female Writer ; abound- 


ing with moral and religious 


truths; and being originally writ- 
ten by a Woman juſtly celebrated 
among the French Authors, was 
the more ſuitable to a Tranſlator 
of the ſame Sex. 

Ir was always deſigned for the 
preſs, but accident alone has poſt- 
poned the publication. I am 
proud of ſaying it was, when in 


manuſcript, reviſed, corrected, 


and approved. by the above · men- 
tioned Author. I ſhould be 
happy 


REF AC E. xi 


happy if all the future effuſions 
of my pen could have the ſame 


| Anette: : but, alas this exalted 


Genius is no more! and the only 
comfort left 0 his ſurviving. 
friends, is the remembrance that 
they were diſtinguiſhed by his 
approbation and friendſhip. With 
this diſtinction few were more 
highly favoured than myſelf; and 
few, very few, have felt equal te- 


gret for his death! 


WHar I have to ſay in favour 


of this Work, is, that the youth- 


ful mind may tead for entertain- 
ment, and from thence find in- 
ſtruction; which cannot be ſaid 
in | general of thoſe modern books 


dy po of 


i PREFACE. 
of entertainment which uſually 
fall into the hands of youth; 
where the Libertine, under the 
ſeducing name of the Man of 
Pleaſure, is depictured in ſo plea- 
ſing a light, as to encourage that 
miſtaken notion ſo readily re- 
ceived among young Women, 
That a reformed Rake makes the 
beſt Huſband. 
a Bor let me adviſe my fair 
young Readers to avoid, with 
terror, the rock on which ſo ma- 
ny have ſplit 3 nor think that by 
copying the Heroines, of whoſe 
ſucceſs they ſo ardently read, they 
ſhall be able to make proſelytes 
to Virtue of thoſe to whom Vice 
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is become habitual, and who, 
when they have loſt 2 reliſh for 
that, find their feelings too much 
deadened to become enamoured. 
of Virtue. | | 
Ir young Ladies look on | the 
Man of Tafte and Pleaſure as 
formed to give ſocial happineſs 
in the wedded ſtate, the Rake i 1s 
very falſely ſo called. If his 
amours are of a low kind, diſguft 
muſt be at leaſt equal to his fatiſ- 
faction; and by degrees his mind 
becomes fo vitiated, as to be in- 
| capable of enjoying an intercourſe 
of a more refined nature. But if 
refinement is joined with ſenſu- 


0 and he bas a tender con- 
| nection 


xy PREFACE. 
nection with an object | worthy 
of it, Whom yet for prudential 
reaſons he quits for the more ho- 
nourable ſtate of Matrimony; 
can a Lady: of a tender, delicate 
nature find happineſs with a 
man, who either has loſt all ſenſe 
of right or wrong, or whoſe foul 
muſt be frequently torn. with re- 
morſe for having abandoned to 
that laſt degree of wickedneſs 
which attends on loſt Fame, the 
woman who had truſted all to his 
honour, and thought his love a 
mighty: price for ruin? 

Ter ſuch are in na the 
Heroes of our Modern Romances; 
| _—_— with courage, generoſity, 


aad 
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and fuch qualities- as are pleaſing 
in the eyes of the other Sex; 

which leads them into that fatal 
deluſion of their being the com- 


panions of Men of Gallantry: 
but which are in reality qualities 


which are very rarely, if ever, to 
be met with in thoſe Libertine 
Characters which that name ſerves 
to diſguiſe. | 
Bor it is not my defign to 
give a Diſſertation on Modern Ro- 
mance : All that I ſhall further 
add is, That the purport of this 
little Moral Tale, throughout the 
whole, ſeems to be to inculcate 
every Moral Virtue, to enforce 
every Religious Tenet. Such 
” certainly 
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certainly was the Author's defign 
in writing; ſuch has been mine 
in tranllating it. That it may 
anſwer our joint end is the fin= 
cere Wiſh of 


IRB BDITOR. 
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N a certain Town of France, 
I Three young Gentlemen, to 

whom the bounty of Fortutte had 
given large poſſeſſions, formed 
themſelves into a little ſociety 6 
pleaſure, and reſolved to indulge 
every defire by every means in their 
power. They firſt abandoned them 
fekves to whatever might gratify 
Vol. I. B their 
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their appetites; and as a perverſion 
of the rational faculties is gene- 

rally the conſequence of irregular 
actions, they immediately endea- 

voured to doubt of the truth of a 

Religion, which at once condemned 

and embittered their pleaſures. I 

knew not with what ſucceſs Two of 
theſe Gentlemen cultivated their in- 

credulity I ſpeak only of the Third, 
to whom, as a ſecond cauſe, I owe 
my exiſtence, and from whoſe mouth 

I learned what I am now about to 


relate. 


: Ma. De la Villette (for that was 

my Father's name) laboured a long 
time to throw off what he called 
; the 


Tat TRIUMPH or TRUTH, ; 
the Yoke of Prejudice; and at 
length flattered. himſelf that he had 
ſucceeded.  Intoxicated with plea- 
ſures that followed each other in an 
uninterrupted ſeries, no calm mo- 
ment intervened, in which he could 
be reſtored to himſelf, or have lei- 
ſure to attend to that internal voice, 
by which unaſſiſted Nature proves 
the exiſtence of an infinitely righte- 
ous Being, who muſt neceſſarily 
puniſh Vice, and reward Virtue, 
« Whatever is, is the effect of 
Chance.“ This he heard aſſerted 
by his aſſociates in debauchery; 
This he aſſerted himſelf, and ima- 
gined that he believed it. But in 
That, however, he was miſtaken; 

B 2 the 


| 
It 
bl 
1 | 
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the belief of a God lay, as it were, 
torpid in his/breaft, and was fuf- 
ficiently rouſed at certain ſeaſons to 
interrupt that falſe tranquility, of 
which he at other times believed 
kimſelf to be poſſeſſed for life. 


Onz of his relations, a lady, 
who lived in the country, engaged 
| | him to ſpend Tome days at her ſeat. 

There lived with this lady a ſiſter 

of her huſband, who, beſides un- 

common beauty, poſſeſſed an ele- 
vated genius, a generous mind, and 
an exemplary piety, Theſe ami- 
able qualities drew upon her the 
addrefles of a great number of ad- 

mirers z but Emilia was ſo im- 

8417 preſſed 


Tas /TRIUMPH os TRUTH. x 
preſſed with a ſenſe of the caution 
neceffary in making à choice on 
whick the happineſs or miſery of 
life depends, that ſhe had now en- 
tered into her thirtieth year, without 
having been able to determine in 
favour of any one of her ſuitors. 
Some ſecret ſympathy made her 
wiſh to find in my father thoſe qua- 
lities neceſſary to her happineſs, 
which ſhe had hitherto ſought in 
vain, Of theſe ſhe did, indeed, per- 
ceive the ſeeds in the breaſt of Mr. 
De la Villette; but her ſagacity, in 
ſpight of her affection, diſcovered 
that it would coſt her much labour 
and addreſs to nouriſh them into 
fruits, or flowers. This diſcovery 

'B 3 would 
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would, wholly have. diſcouraged 
her, if Providence, who intended 
to uſe her as the inſtrument of con- 
vincing my father of his errors, 
had not fortified her alberien BED 
her fears. 


Ms. De la Villette, who poſſeſſed 
all the merit of what the World 
calls a Fine Gentleman, was ſen- 
ſible of- That of Emilia, and had 
conceived. for the. moſt amiable 
object, the moſt violent paſſion, 
If he found any defect in her cha- 
racter „it was her attachment ta 
the duties of Religion; a weakneſs 
which he attributed to the prejudice 
af her education, and which he did 
, Is not 
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not doubt but that he ſhould uu 
remove. 7 full 


As the preliminaries of this 
match were at length ſettled by all 
parties, the family were impatient 
to ſee it concluded. Emilia con- 
ſidered this unanimous conſent as 
the voice of Heaven; and at length 
Mr. De la Villette poſſeſſed an ob- 
| jet which filled all his wiſhes. But 
| thoſe of Emilia were till to be ac- 
compliſhed; ſhe' had diſcovered 
with horror the principles of her \ 
huſband, and ſoon experienced the, 
difficulty of letting in any light 
* his daun. 


* B 4 Tat 
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. Taz firſt days of chair marriage 
were ſpent in amuſements common 
to ſuch ſeaſons of mirth; ee 


99 * 


ways produced by public — 
and the tumult af feſtivity, agreed 
but little with their deſign of 


knowing or underſtanding each 


other. Mr. De la Villette there - 
fore propoſed to his lady, that they 
ſhould retire for the Autumn to an 
eſtate which he had at about twelve 
leagues diſtance, a place perfectly 
adapted to the pleaſures of privacy 
and ſolitude. Emilia jayfully con- 
ſented to this propoſal; >. ang} my 
father {gon gave her the opportu· 
nity which ſhe had impatiently ex- 
pected, 


* 
„5 


Tun TRIUMPH or TRUTH: 4 
petted, of attempting to corroct his 
- etrontvus principles. The ſucceſs, 
however, did nat anſwer either her 

expectation, or her zeal. Mr. De 

1a Villette, after'a fruitleſs attempt 
to bring her over to his opinion, 
enjoined her an abſolute ſilence on 
wligious topics: ſhe obeyed him; 
and having no further hopes from 
any efforts which ſhe could make 
on her huſband, ſhe determined to 
addreſs herſelf to God atone. to ob- 
tain that change which ſhe ſo ar- 
_ deſired. 


TRRRE, 4 Mr. De la Villette | 
paſſed his days with my Mother .in 


profound tranquility. Charmed 
with 


10 Tas TRIUMPH or TRUTH. 
with the. ſweetneſs of her temper, 


heart was inſenſibly alienated from 
his dangerous companions ; he could 
not now conceive by what faſcina- 


tumultuous pleaſures which are 
merely ſenſual ; and as if he had 
dreaded the force of habit, ſhould 
he again fall into the ſame company, 
propoſed to my Mother a longer 


which ſhe conſented with joy. 


and the: ſtrength of her mind, his 


tion he had been attached to thoſe 


continuance in the country; to 


Mx. De la Villette ſoon after be- 
dame penſive: the great Truths 
which he had believed in his in- 
fancy, again preſented themſelves 

| in 


—y -— —_— a... 


Tur TRIUW Her TRUTH ry 
in this calm of his mind; the con- 
verſations of his wife inceſſanthy re- 
curred to his memory; he loſt that 
fatal peace, which he had laboured 
ſo much to acquire. What efforts 
did he not uſe to preſerve it? How 
often did he ſuggeſt to himſelf, that 
his uneaſineſs was the effect of 
thoſe traces which, impreſſed in 
infancy, are never to be eraſed ! 
This he alſo alledged to Emilia. 
When ſhe had prevailed upon him 


to diſcloſe his mind, he confeſſed 
that he was doubtful whether his 
anxiety was, as he allowed it might 
be, a motion of the Divinity, or 
the prejudice of Education. My 
Mother aſſe rted, that this impreſ- 

ſion 
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ſion would be equally ſtrong in 2 
Child, who ſhould: never have re- 
ceived the leaſt intimation of a Su- 
perior Being. She was then big 
with me; and expecting my birth 
every hour, ſhe propoſed to con- 
virice my Father of the truth of her 
afſertion experimentally by his edu- 
cating me himſelf, without com- 
municating the leaſt knowledge of 
2 Deity; when, in the firſt efforts 
of my rational powers, he might 
gain a full conviction of the truth 
of what ſne had advanced. This 
project pleaſed my Father; and that 
he might carry it into execution, he 
made ſuch a diſpoſition of his af- 
fairs, as would prevent the intru- 
nag | ſion 


% 7 . - „ 
1 Þ 
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ſion of other buſineſs upon the time 
which he had devoted to me. He 


waited with impatience for the mo- 


ment of my birth, and at length 
it arrived. When I was preſented, 
as is uſuah, to my Mother, ſhe took; 
me in her arms, and lifting me up 
to Heaven, made a ſolemn dedica- 
tion of me to that Infinite Being, 
of whoſe exiſtence I was to con- 
vince him, who had Niem 
given me life. 


Tur I ſhould be capable of re- 
ceiving his inſtructions, my Father: 
employed himſelf in waking the 
proper diſpoſitions for the ſucceſs 
of his deſign, The manſion be- 

l longing 
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longing to the eſtate in which he 
had fixed his refidence, was not 
contemptible, and the gardens were 
magnificent. At the end of a park, 
which bounded them, he cauſed a 
plain, but commodious houſe to be 
built, which he furniſhed with a 
{mall hiſtorical © collection, tran- 
1 ſcribed in his own hand; where, 
WR in giving the ſubſtance of the moſt 
remarkable events, he had care- 
fully omitted every- circumſtance 
which might ſuggeſt the leaſt no- 
tion of a Deity. He alſo deco- 
rated our apartments with whatever 
could contribute either to my 
amuſement or inſtruction. He col- 
lected as many of the known ani- 
15 mals 
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mals as could be eaſily procured, 


and paintings of the reſt: he alſo 


extracted whatever had been writ- 
ten by credible authors about them. 


Wren I was in the ſecond year 


of my age, he took upon him my 
education, and that of a child of 


the ſame age, whoſe company, he 


imagined, would amuſe me. Pro- 


vidence ſeemed to ſecond my Mo- 


ther's deſign, by endowing me with 
an active mind, capable of the 
moſt rational reflections; - and it 
was not long before ſhe had reaſon 
to applaud her project, and pro- 
miſe herſelf a happy iſſue. My 
Father permitted her to viſit me at 

the 
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the hours when he himſelf was pre- 
ſent; at other times I was left to 
the care of a ſervant, who was 
dumb, and could not therefore be 
ſuſpected. He taught me to read 
with great eaſe; and with leading 
me through a courſe of what is 
called Polite Literature, he gave 
me a general knowledge of what: 
ever might be uſeful in the future 
part of my life. He made me ob. 
ſerve the admirable order of the 

Univerſe; and the properties of 
each ſpecies of animals. My queſ- 
tions often prevented his own ;' and 
I ſeemed to have no paſſion bur the 
love of knowledge, a diſpoſitiot? 
which my Father diligently im- 

2 proved. 
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proved. And when my behaviour 
merited encouragement, an experi- 
ment in Natural Philoſophy, or che 
preſent of ſome mathematical in- 
ſtrument, was my reward. 


Tur great variety of my em» 
ployments prevented my being tired 
of any: and thus I attained to my 
tweifth year, Till then, but little 
_ attentive to what paſſed within me, 
I had formed no diſtinct idea which 
_ Lean now recollect ; but an event 
altogether new to me, at ance drew 
me out of Infancy, and cauſed re- 
flections, Which will never be. ef 
faced. from my memory. My 
Readers mey alk, What could be 

Vor. I. C the 
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the reflections of an Infant, only 
twelve years old? and may, per- 
haps, exclaim againſt thoſe which 
I am about to relate, as above my 
capacity. - But let it be conſidered, 
that my Father appropriating almoſt 
the firſt moments of my life to 
knowledge, and having taught me 
to think as early as I was taught to 
ſpeak, I was more improved at 
thoſe years than others are at fifteen. 
Beſides, my attention was not in- 
terrupted by variety of company, 
and ſtudy was my conſtant exer- 
ciſe. No foreign idea obliterated 
or confuſed thoſe which had been 
impreſſed upon my mind: on the 
contrary, children, who, till the 
347 4 age 
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age of five or ſix years, are;aban- 


doned to the management of a 
nurſe, and buſied only in trifling 
amuſements, with others of their 
own age, ſcarce know how to ſpeak. 
There are ſome, however, who, by 
the advantages of à good educas 
tion, prove the NES * 
I'ſhall — .95! 26 Blog 28 
"A 10 '10!297 93 

Ar the age, e bien of twelve 
years and ſome tfiotiths, T And the 
Child who was 'bfought up" With 
me' ſickened of the ſmall-pox:” 1 
kept” my bed but Few" days but 
my Brother, for” f f called?! Hint, 
after Hänguiſhing for ſome 4 tine, 
— almoſt in my arms. This, 
C 2 as 
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as I faid, was an event new to me; 
and my Father was all attention to 
the effect which it ſhould produce. 
At firſt, I imagined that the Child 
had fallen aſleep; but taking him 
by the hand, which had burned 
ever ſince the firſt attack of his 
diſtemper, was ſurpriſed to feel it 
as cold as ice, I aſked my Father 
the reaſon of this. He told me my 
Brother was dead; and that he 
would never recover from the ſtate 
in which I then ſaw him. TI ima- 
gined that he was in jeſt : I called 
my Brother; attempted to raiſe him 
up; pulled him by the arm; and, 
in a word, did every thing which 1 
thought might awaken him. See- 


ing, 
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ing, however, that all my attempts 
were ineffectual, I again aſked my 
Father, Whence proceeded the 
* obſtinacy of my Brother, in not 
« anſwering me?“ 


6 3 how ſhould he anſwer 
« you ?” ſays he: © he cannot hear 


cc you 


% Br,“ I replied, * his ears are 
not ſtopped ; why ſhould he not 
« hear me? You tell me, he is no 
more, and yet my eyes tell me 
<* otherwiſe: I fee him; I touch 
«© him; and I am ſure he is the 
very fame who ſpoke to me two 


* hours ago. Whence is it, then, 
B 3 that 
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that for a few moments paſt, he 
'« ſees me, and ſpeaks* to me no 
more? | 


Ir is,” replied Mr. De la Vil- 
lette, ** becauſe his foul and body 
are no longer united, and becauſe 
«theſe two only ſubſiſt while this 
union is preſerved.“ 


_ * Waar is a ſoul, then?“ ſaid I, 


with great eagerneſs. 

% Tis a "ſabſtance,” ſaid: he, 
„ which ſees by our eyes, hears by 
* our ears, ſpeaks by our mouth, 
„ and without which our bodies, 
* as that of this child, remain 

* motion» 
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% motionleſs, like a ſtone, or block 
of wood.” 


* I'sPALL then,” ſaid I, in tears, 
talk with my Brother no more. 
* O why did he die, when he knew 
« I tenderly loved him, and ſhould 
long to hear him ſpeak !” 


Arx this my Father ſmiled. © But, 
„indeed, my Child,” ſaid he, © it 
e 1s not your Brother's fault that 
« heis dead: we all muſt die; my. 
* ſelf, your Mother, and many 
„ others, whom you never knew. 
As Sleep irreſiſtibly ſteals you 
from yourſelf at ſome ſeaſons, fo 
« the time ſhall come, when this 

C4 « cter- 
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e eternal fleep ſhall bear you, 
however reluctant, to the grave.“ 


— 


I conTinveD ſome time penſive 
and filent; and then, as doubting 
the truth of what my Father had 
ſaid, returned to the motionleſs 
body, to which I again addreſſed 
my complaints. It was, however, 
neceſſary to take me from it, But 
my aſtoniſhment was doubled, when 
J was told, that when theſe re- 
mains of my dear Brother were 
committed to the earth, they would 
quickly become a part of it : this 
gave occaſion th put other queſtions 
to my Father. 


Yov 
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Vo have juſt told me,” ſaid I, 
e that we were compoſed of two 
e parts, a body and a ſoul. This 
body is abaut to be put into the 
„ earth, what is to be done with 
* the ſoul? whither is that gone? 
* and what will become of it? Wil 
&« it moulder into duſt, as this 
ce body?“ 


Tuxsz queſtions embarraſſed my 
Father; and muſing a few minutes, 
he took up a violin, on which he 
had taught me to play; and raiſing 
its found-board, made me obſerve, 
that the diſplacing of this alane, 
prevented its giving any ſound, 
though all its parts ſtill ſubſiſted. 
Juſt 
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„ Juſt ſo,” ſays he, © it is with our 
bodies: from the order in which 
e the parts are united, ariſe the fa- 
„ culties of hearing and ſpeaking ; 
* and 'tis this power of acting 
* which is called the ſoul, and 
« which ceaſes as ſoon as the parts 
*, of the body are diſunited,” . 


Ir would have been eaſy for 
me to have remarked to my Father, 
that he had juſt before ſaid, that 
the ſoul was a ſubſtance ; but 
wholly intent on the illuſtration 
which had been offered to my ſenſes, 
I did. not reflect on what had pre- 
ceded it. | 


I PASSED 
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I PASSED many days in a melan- 
choly that made my uſual amuſe- 
ments inſipid. My Father was ap- 
prehenſive that this would injure 
my health, and found no means 
more effectual to remove it, than 
the reading of thoſe books which 
he had copied for me. This re- 
medy produced the deſired effect; 
and it ſoon became neceſſary to 
limit the uſe of it. I now learnt, 
with an aſtoniſhment not to be ſup- 
preſſed, that there were numerous 
cities peopled with men like us; 
and I could not conceive how we 
came to be ſeparated from them. 
On this head only my Father re- 
fuſed to give me ſatisfaction ; and 
promiſing 


1 
* 
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promiſing one day to communicate 
the reafons which had induced him 
to withdraw me from the commerce 
of men, enjoined me to aſk him no 
further queſtions on that ſubject. 
My retpe& to my Father made me 


regard this' prohibition as a law; 
and to make myſelf ſome recom- 


pence for the reſtraint which he 


had laid upon me, I doubled my 


application to my books. 


War aſtoniſhed me yet more 
was, to find that kings and con- 
querors, the powerful, the rich, 
and the wiſe, ſuddenly dropped 
into Nothing, and often when they 
Jeaſt expected it. Upon this occa- 


ſion 
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fon I aſked my Father, * How 
men, who had diſeovered rheans 
Sto build cities; to dare the rag” 
ing of the ſea, and to tame the 
4 fierceſt of beaſts, had not found 
& out the ſecret of evading death?“ 


« IT is,” ſays he, © becavfe alt 
* compounded ſubſtances muſt at 
length naturally diſunite, and 
e conſequently be, deftroyed.” _ | 


HBr,“ replied I, with warmth, 
our frame was then but ill eon- 
„ trived; it ſhould have been fo 
« made as to endure for ever. 
What can be more unpleafing 
* than to be at ſo much pains, ini 


* amaſſing 
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amaſſing riches, building houfes, 


and forming vaſt ſchemes, with- 


e out being able to ſecure to our- 
« ſelves the enjoyment of them for 
«a moment? I had rather never 
« to have been; and I take it ill of 
« you, to have given me an exiſt- 
* ence which I muſt loſe fo ſoon.” 


My Mother, who was preſent at 
this converſation, could not con- 
tain her joy; which was ſtill in- 
creaſed, when my Father had, by 
his anſwer, given me occaſion to 
raiſe new objections, 


| Bur, my Child,“ ſays he, 
«you ought not to take it ill of 
te 8 
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« me, that J have given you exiſt- 
* ence, ſince neither your being 
* nor its duration depended upon 
my choice; it is Nature that de- 
« termines our entrance into this 
world, and our departure out 
it. 


WI AT then,” ſaid I; inter- 
rupting him, is Nature? I long 
to know her; I will weary her 
« with importunity, till ſhe ſhall 
« ſuffer us always to be united, 
that we may never die.” | 


I Tuar which i is called Nature,“ 
ſays my F ather, „is no other 
than Chance, which uniting cer- 

<* tain 
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te tain atoms, forms of them all 


the variety of bodies. 


A my dear Father,” ſaid J, 
burſting into tears, © I fee too 
<« plainly, that you ſport with my 
e anxiety, and do not love me: you 
ce fear that I ſhould obtain leave of 
Nature to continue with you for 
g ever, and therefore you tell me, 
« the is nothing but Chance: you 
* might with equal truth alledge, 
«+ that your watch is made by 
% chance of a piece of gold, 
« which you had put into your 
pocket at night, and which 
« had before morning changed its 
figure. But I am not ſo much a 
a Child 
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* Child as to be deceived by ſuch 
„ ſophiſtry. _ I ſhall eſcape from 
c hence, and learn the reſidence of 
“Nature from mankind : for to 
* deprive'me of this knowledge is, 
<:doubtleſs,. the reaſon why you 
< have hitherto ſequeſtered me from 
the world.” 


AT. thoſe words I left the room, 


and retired into an obſcure part of 


the park, to muſe on that Nature, 
more powerful than thoſe: great 
men, whoſe hiſtory I 'had lately 
read; ſince they neither came into, 
nor continued in the world, but at 
her diſcretion. © But,” ſaid Ito my- 
ſelf, „does this Nature never die? 
She then is not compoſed of parts? 

Vor. I. D When 
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40 When did ſhe come into the world? 
« Was another Nature there before 
« her? or has ſhe always exiſted ?” 


Jvsr as I had made this reflec- 
tion, my Father came up to me, 
and aſking me, ! If I ſtill continued 
out of humour?“ I again urged 
him to tell me the truth. It is 
& ridiculous,” fays I, © to aſcribe 
„to Chance that Order which 
4 you have ſo often made me ad- 
« mire in the Univerſe. If, when 
I write, the direction of my hand 
c ſhould be left to Chance, it would 
* produce nothing but an unintelli. 
„ gible ſcrawl. When my dear 
« Mother embroiders thoſe beauti- 
2 < ful flowers which you. have ſo 
1 « often 
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* often admired in her work, they 
cc donet reſult from colours mingled 
« by accident, and a needle di- 
« rekted by Chaflee. That thefé is 
« 4 Nature, you have eonfeſſed; 
«art as for me, 1 am cohviticel 
« that ſhe fre ver dies, finte ſhe Has 
« ſo müny ages preſided over ths 
e birth and death of mitikinf; fs 
< ſhe not then a ſimple and uncom- 
« pourided Being? Muſt ſhe hot 
« therefore always have exilted; 
& ice making atly thing e only 
ie to utite the ſeveral parts of which 
it is coded? This; dear 
« Sir, you carmot difptite, without 
* denying your on prlhtiples-“ 


D 2 Tuts 
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Turs diſcourſe ſtruck my Father 
with inconceivable aſtoniſnment; 
he perceived that he muſt either 
grant me that there is a firſt Being, 


the ſource of every other Being, 


or renounce the light of Reaſon. 
I was impatient to purſus the ſub- 
ject, and my Father's SF: au- 
thorized me to proceed. |. c 2 


erm 6-2 1 A 
I Looked. —_ at wa for a 
moment; and then ſuddenly ſtrik- 
ing my hands together, cried out, 
cc, It muſt be ſo! This Nature muſt 
15 have made the Sun, which, I read, 
66 { has continued many ages. O 
« tell me where, dear Sir; for ſome- 
* where Nature muſt reſide !” 
Ms, 
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Mn. De la Villette, who was too 
mueh confuſed to anſwer me imme- 
diately; propoſed à walk; and not- 
withſtanding all his efforts to ap- 
pear with his uſual chearfulneſs, 
he could not conceal the painful 
agitations of his mind; his pace 
was diſordered, and he ſometimes 
ſtopped: to give way to thoſe tears 
which he could not ſuppreſs. My 
Mother, who accompanied us, alſo 
wept; and I could not imagine the 
cauſe of a ſituation ſo greatly dif- 
ferent from that in which 1 had 
been uſed to ſee chem. 


100 err 7 0 1 


CY 


"My Father at __ no longer 
0 to withſtand the radiant light 
AY D 3 that 
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that ſpread. araund him, ordered 
me to ſtay in the garden, and, 
retiring with. my Mother, left 
me in 3 perplexity which is not 
to he cxpreſſed. I waited, impa- 
could got come again. The, veil 
was, dropped, and he diſcovered 
with herzor the dreadful ſtate from 
which Providence had Wan 
him. 


THAT | there is 3 God, he was 
now copvigced by the CONCUFIEAE 
teſtimonies of his own Canſgience, 
the Light of Nature, and my Dif- 
courle, But, to what a, dreadful 


ew had he fora that Infinixe 
| 1 
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Being! The agitation of his mind 
communicating itfelf to his body, 
he was ſeized with à violent fever, 
which greatly alarmed the. tender- 
neſs of Emilia ; but it happily pro- 
duced no ill conſequence. She re- 
preſented' to him, that he would 
incur greater guilt, by deſpairing of 
the mercy of God, than he had al- 
ready done, by doubting of his 
exiſtence; and he was at length 
perſuaded, that He, who had re- 
claimed him from Scepticiſm by 
methods ſo very extraordinary, 
woukt complete His own work, and 
find means to communicate a more 
perfect knowledge, and a more 
eſtabliſhed faitin. 

ref D 4 Hz 
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© He now hoped, that as Provi- 
dence had made me the inſtrument 
of opening his eyes, he might de- 
rive new lights from our future 
converſations. 
An | 11 29 
{DvriNc+his illneſs and recovery, 
I continued under inexpreſſible con- 
cern, and reflected inceſſantly on 
the Truths which I had diſcovered, 
There is a Nature,“ ſaid I, 
* which is the ſovereign diſpoſer of 
Life: ſhe gives and reſumes it at 
will: ſhe is without beginning; 
for who could have given her 
being? Or if ſhe derived, her 
e exiſtence; from another,” from 
* whom: did that. Parent Being 
LI Rib A 6 proceed ? 
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proceed ? Her power muſt-:cer- 
„ tainly be unlimited, ſince the 
„ moſt powerful among men are 
ſubject to her juriſdiction. She 
« muſt alſo be Infinite, ſince ſhe 
** preſides over life and death in all 
66 OT at the ſame time.?“ 

HERE l pauſed to - | 
objection to myſelf. If this Na- 
ture,“ ſaid 1, * is every where 
« preſent, where was ſhe, when the 
« deprived my Brother of life ? 
Why did J not ſee her? Would 
« ſhe, content with her own uni. 
<< verſal knowledge, have rendered 
« herſelf invifible, to prevent my 
8 © knowing: her? *. This difficulty 
| I could 
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I could never ſolve. Happily fot 
me, my Father was now in a con- 
dition to reſume our little confer- 
ences. I'wrote down both my re: 
fleftians/ and doubts ; and begged 
him to read the whole, ſo ſoon as 1 
believed him to be capable of ap- 
plication, without uyury to his 


health, 


Rey RED from his errors, of 
the folly of which be was con- 
vinced, both by-my-reaſonings, and 
" omn ſerious refleFions, he afked 

+ How I had employed my 


— nike: during his. indiſpofition ??? 


I aſſured him, that L had not loſt 
16 Pu of him one moment. for 


'W my 
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* my mind had been conſtantly/in 
his apartment.“ 


„Bur,“ {aid be, * could your 
mind be in a place from whict 
your body was abſent?” 


„ CxrTainuy,” ſaid I; “and it 
« ſeems to me that, very differeno 
from a body, which occupies but 
« a ſmall part of ſpace, my mind 
* at the ſame time ſees, and is pre- 
0 rin all the places that I b 


15 Jusr ſo it 1s,” replied my Fa- 
her, © with that which you calh 
Nature: ſhe is without a body. 
Jour - reaſoning was juſt, from 

* which you deduced this idea of 


“ her 
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her ſome days ſince : and as your 
e mind poſſeſſes a ſpace much larger 
* than your body, and can, with- 
<,out its aſſiſtance, convey itſelf in 
«an inſtant" to the moſt diſtant 
places; Nature, which is a mind 
much ſuperior to ours, fills at 
« once the whole earth, and ſees 
* and governs all things.” 


Wuo can expreſs my joy, when ! 
perceived by this diſcourſe of my 
Father, that he acknowledged the 
exiſtence of a Supreme Being, 
Ideas and objeAtions crouded at once 


22 


125 my mind. 2 th 


To arrange my difficulties, and 


. | to Proceed to the orion of them 
with 


the 
ng. 


NCC 


and 
Rem 
with 
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with regularity, my Father made 
ſome alteration in our manner of 
life: he allotted. me two hours 
every morning for reflection and 
writing; and two after dinner for 
conference. And I put my firſt 
queſtion i in the following manner: 


« T am aftoniſhed, dear Sir,” ſaid 
I, that men of ſo great capacity 
* and knowledge, as thoſe whoſe 
actions I have read by your di- 
erection, never once made the re- 
« fleftions I have communicated to 
* you; and that they ſaw their friends 
« and relations die, without at- 
e tempting to diſcover the cauſe of 
« ſo fatal an event.“ 

5 « I Must 
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u’ confeſs,” anſwered my 
Father, that there have been few 
ho have not been ſenſible of 
chat you have obſerved ; and the 
greater part of them have con- 
curred to acknowledge a Superior 
«© Pbwer preſiding over all events: 
they even believed that this Great 
“Being keeps an exact regiſter of 
all our actions, in order td a ſuit- 
* able retribution of rewards and 
puniſhments. Important reaſons, 
as I have before told you, pre- 
vailed upon me to conceal fro 
« you this unanimous opinion of all 
Nations, hieb I long imagined 
to be the effott of Prejudice;” * 


« AND 


ND 
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Au what is Prejudice 


1 I : 
ſaid 0 , *+ >» £1 £1 1 
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e It is,” anſwered, my Father, 
can attachment to certain princi- 
« ples, which we imbibe._ in our 
<< tender years, and from which we 
„cannot afterwards diſengage our- 
9 enn ene . 


„Bur who,” fad I. « could firſt 
« fill the minds of Children with 
« thoſe prejudices? What vit w 


0 could it anſwer ? 


„Tas 1 will gladly explain," 


 anfivered Mr. De la Villette. 


Tus 
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Tux firſt. Men who aſſumed 
* the government of others, after 
* examining the characters of thoſe 
« whom they were to govern, diſ- 
covered them to have faults alto- 
« gether oppoſite to that Order 
* which they had reſolved to intro- 
„ duce, The far greater part of 
« mankind, vain of their own abi- 
<« ities, cannot ſubmit to men whom 
« they deem their equals. Each 
«individual, ' prompted by ſelt- 
« love, endeavours, either by law- 
<« ful or unlawful means, to pro- 
cure the pleaſures or convenien- 
<« cies of life. Hence ariſe envy and 
« jealouſy againſt perſons in more 
« elevated circumſtances, which 
produce 


( 
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< produce, violence, murder, quar- 


* rels, and animoſities. How then 
vas Society and Subordination to 
<* be eſtabliſhed among men, whoſe 
different intereſts were incompa2 
< tible with each other? | To effect 
this, was the ſtudy of the firſt 
Legiſlators; and they imagined, 
they had diſcovered the means of 
< eſtabliſhing univerſal order and 
peace, by conſtraining men to 
keep within the bounds of Juſ- 
<« tice, by the dread of a Supreme 
Being, whom they called God, 
Hh ſuperintended all their ac- 
tions, and would not fail to re- 

+ ward the virtuous, and to puniſh 


<<. the vicious.“ AY 


Vol. I. E = Nornmo, 
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Norge, indeed,” ſaid I, 


& could be more natural than this 
thought; and he who: firſt con- 
„ ceived it, was beyond compa- 
e riſon more wiſe than that Nature, 
or that God, of whom, with all 
his power, and all his knowledge, 
te we can have but a mean opinion; 
* ſince he needed only to have done 
* what thoſe great men ſuggeſted, 
and Order would have been ef- 
t fectually eſtabliſhed in the world. 
Allow me co illuſtrate This by a 
« compariſon : When I was yet a 


child, if I happened to provoke 


my Brother, or neglect my duty, 
you always found ſome way to 
* puniſh me, and fear of the-puniſh- 

ment 
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ment made me civil and diligent. 
Would you have acted prudently, 
* had you hehaved towards me 
with an indolent indifference, and 
< left it entirely in my choice whe- 
ther to lie, or to ſpeak the truth, 
to be diligent or idle, injurious 
eto my Brother, or courteous and 
goed. natured?ꝰ I have, there- 
fore, reaſon to conclude, that, 
according to my conception, Na- 
4 ture is very imperfect; a myſte- 
s rious Being, endowed” with all 
& poſſible knowledge and powers, 
« yet fooliſh and indolent. Yet 
more She muſt be wicked too, 
& fince having the power with cafe 
“ to make men good, ſhe has ne- 
ad en to do it. 

E 2 As 
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As our hour of conference was 
now expired, we were obliged to 
defer the propoſing further doubts 


þ till the next __ 
i [566 Tov aſſured me,” ſaid I to 
my Father, reſuming our confer- 


ence, © that Law- givers had diſpenſed 
| the means of ſubduing the paſ- 
q „ ſions of men, by affirming, that 
li “Nature ſuperintended their ac- 
1 tions, in order to reward and 
“ puniſh them, as they were virtu- 
: “ ous or vicious. But could there 
„have been any ſo ſtupid as to be- 
« lieve them, and act in conſe- 
“ quence of ſuch belief, when the 
& events of every hour proved the 
c affirmation to be falſe? If the 

_ Hiſtories 
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4 Hiſtories which I have read are 
true, the Virtuous have been 
rarely happy: I have frequently 
ſcen them afflicted by poverty, 
& perſecution, and ſickneſs; while 
* the Vicious have long enjoyed the 
<« peaceable poſſeſſion of pleaſure, 
* honour, and wealth. Virtuous 
actions, therefore, are not always 
&* rewarded, nor are vicious actions 
„always puniſhed. And this I 
„ ſhould have objected to thoſe 
„ Law-givers, without fearing that 
« they _—_ PRE from my ex- 
_ © perience.“ | 


« Tuxy would have anſwered 
« you,” ſaid my Father, © by in- 
E 3 « culcating 
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culcating another prejudice, They 
« endeavoured to perſuade © man- 
kind, that the active principle 
« which we call the Soul, was of 
« a different nature from the Body, 
« which, when it ſubmitted to 
% Death, left the Soul free; that 
this Soul was immortal; and 
« when diſengaged from the Body, 
« paſſed into another life, in which 
“it was treated OY to Its 
© mnerim*innboide vat bk 

c ohne. ſaid J, © do ve 
© know, that theſe Law-givers im- 
t poſed a falſhood on the people, 
« when they aſſerted the Immorta- 
+ lity of ay Soul? Were there 

« not 
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not men at that time ſufficiently 
« qualified to diſcover their fallacy, 
« if ſuch it was? What did they 
advance in defence of their 
„opinions?“ 


Tx alledged,” ſaid my Fa- 
ther, that the effect can never be 
& more excellent than its cauſe; 
and thus the faculty of Thinking 
&« being more excellent than matter, 
e could never be produced by it: 
«* that the Soul was a portion of 
Nature herſelf ; becauſe, like her, 
„ ſhe was capable of igen and 
thinking.“ 


Al this,“ ſaid I, “ appears to 
pe extremely natural, Our Soul 
E 4 5 1s 
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js one, ſhe has no parts, ſhe can- 
< not be divided, and n 


js immortal.“ 


% BuT,” faid my Father, * beaſts 
% have a power of thinking and 
% knowing, and their works, in 
* many inſtances, are as perfect as 
« thoſe of men: ſuch as the neſt 
© of a ſwallow, the houſe of a 
« beaver, and a bee-hive; from 
« whence it ſhould follow, that 


* they have a ſoul like ours. And 


yet the Learned, who allow Im- 
* mortality to the Souls of Men, 
deny it thoſe of all other animals.“ 


I covLD make no reply to this 


reaſoning ; and after having racked 


my 
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my imagination to no purpoſe, I 
confeſſed, © that I could not com- 
c prehend how brutes could be 
c denied to have reaſon and ſouls 
“in all reſpects the ſame with our 
* own.” | | 


- © Tris, however,” replied my 
Father, has been done; and it 
« is pretended, that God has 
given to them only a blind in- 
ce ſtinct, which determines their ac- 
« tions independently of their will, 
« and which diſtinguiſhes them 
« from Man, who, being a free 
« agent, can act in conſequence of 
„his choice, as well as in favour 
* of his intereſt,” 


TI DESIRED 
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I pst afew days to conſider of 
an anſwer; and the moment ] left my 
Father, turned over with the moſt ar- 
dent curioſity whatever he had col- 
lected for my uſe, concerning the 
Nature and Power of Animals. I la- 
boured in this ſearch ſome days with- 


cout any ſucceſs; and the following 


Argument was the reſult of my own 
reflections, and convinced me, that 
the Soul of a Man was totally dif- 
ferent from that of a Brute. 


Mx act voluntarily, each one 
F governing himſelf by his own in- 
5 telligence. This J infer from the 
ﬆ« diverſity of their operations. For 
let two hundred Men be employed 
cc in 
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* in as many different places to 
build a town, there will not be 
any two of them, whoſe work 
e will be exactly alike, as I have 
learned from the relations which 
* you, Sir, have communicated to 
** me, And why ? Doubtleſs becauſe 
* each individual acts from a pecu- 
« liar motive, guided only by his 
* own.reaſon and fancy, But, on 
« the contrary, in the works of all 
« Brutes of the ſame ſpecies there 
« is a perfect uniformity; and no 
ce individual, in the conſtruction of 
« its neſt, the manner of reating 
« jts young, or taking its food, is 
« diſtinguiſhed" from the reſt of its 
Ft __— They have, therefore, 


day an 
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* an involuntary and common In- 
*ſtin&, acting independent on a 
„ will, which does not even leave 
them at liberty to add any im- 
„ provement to their works.” | 


My Father was (equally pleaſed 
and ſurpriſed at my reaſoning; and 
I did not fail to draw a conſequence 
from it, in favour of the advocates 
for the Immortality of the Human 
Soul. 


»< Can a Powerful, an Eternal, 
« and Infinite Being,” ſaid I, be 
6 defeftive in goodneſs and wiſ- 
* dom? Yet his wiſdom would 
e have been defective, if he had 
1 2 produced 
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produced Man caſually and ca- 
& priciouſly; and his goodneſs, if 
< he had created him without de- 
e ſigning him happineſs. You will 
e readily confeſs, that this is the 
< opinion. of the greater and better 
* part of mankind. Lou, indeed, 
call their judgment, prejudice; 
% but I believe i it to be the effect of 


66 their reaſon, as. it is of mine; - Is 


<< 1t not true, dear Sir, that becauſe 
Nature has made you the inſtru- 
* ment of my being, you love me, 
and ſeek my happineſs? You are, 
«© however, no more than a ſecond 
«(cauſe'of my exiſtence. It is yet 
« more natural for God to love and 
* _—_ a real happineſs for his 


e crea- 
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er creatures. You have taught me, 
that happineſs is not to be attained 
* but by virtue: God, therefore, 
* muſt have uſed all the neceſſary 
& means to inſpire us with the love of 
« virtue; and none ſeems more ef- 
« fetual than the giving us an im- 
de mortal Soul, which, after the diſ- 
5 ſolution of the Body, will be 
© ſuſceptible of reward or puniſh- 


&< ment.“ 
. „ 


„Bur,“ ſaid my Father, al- 

s though you ſo confidently believe 
& that Nature, which we call God, 
to be ſupremely good and wiſe, 
& yet I ſhall prove the contrary by 
this unanſwerable argument: If 
« her 
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her wiſdom and goodneſs had 


e been equal to her power, ſhe 
e would have created Man perfect; 
nor would ſhe have ſubjected 
« him to that tumultuous croud 


«of paſſions, which now fre- 


« quently degrade him below the 
« Beaſts, W 


Tus reaſoning had a plauſible 
appearance, yet I did not deſpair of 
an anſwer; and aſked till to-morrow 
for that purpoſe. 


Tu timeallotted to ſtudy was now 
paſſed ; and we ſpent a few minutes 
in walking. When we returned to 
the houſe, I could not forbear 


giving 


— 


—— x2 
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giving my Father ſome diſtant hints 
of the ſatisfaction which my New 2 
diſcoveries Yiclded me e day. 

« 1 WOULD complain of, you, 
« Sir,” f faid I, « if I durſt. Why 
a haye you ſuffered me to remain 


« ſo long ignorant of Truths, in 
« which there is at once ſo much 
ke pleaſure and ty C , 
0 BU do you, » ſaid my Father, 
ſmiling, make no account, then, 
te of the pleaſure which ariſes from 
« the diſcovery of them, by the 
14 exertion of your own powers, 
ce. nor of that which I have received | 
«from the lagacity of your under- 
oY « ſtanding, | 
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< ſtanding, and the ſprightlineſo 


«und juſtneſs of your: reaſonings ? | 
Confeſs rather, that the labour 


* of your ſearch is abundantly com- 
« petiſated by the ſatisfaction àriſ- 
ing by its ſueceſs ʒ and that yo 
* have, by ſufferings/comparetively 
light and tranſſent, acquired x 
* hs... andlaſting gory!” . 20¹⁰⁰ K 
h 01 enofiolg oon 
Bur theſe ſtifl are ſufferings, 
ſaid I ; * and I thinkꝙ our love for 
* me 0 a well have prevented 
4 them“ I nin gsez ei: G 
| 18 87 1 OVER 1; D ui. 130.7 
By no means,” anſwered he; 
« for we cannot teſtifyour affection 


to thoſe in whoſe happineſs we 
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* are intereſted, better than by ſup- 


: * plying them, with the means of 
becoming wiſe and virtudus by 
7 « their own efforts: as 2 wiſe king, 
2. although he has the power to in- 
« * dulge his ſon in the peaceable 

< enjoyment of. every pleafure, yet 
6 ' expoſes him to che fatigues and 
<« < dangers of, 1 "becauſe it is 
* by preſerving it, chan merely to 
4 RS; ir by eee 


0. 


2 17 0 this reaforing I I object 
| nothing; ; and it gave me the greater 
pleaſure, as J hoped to draw from 
it an anſwer to fly: F aber 5 * ob- 


Fetion. f 
Tux 


would have inherited by bitth- 


s paternal aſſection; becauſe it is 


defend an empire, than potleſe b it 
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Tux hour of Rudy being come, 

1 wrote down my reflections as fol- 
lows : A king, however tender of 
the life of bis only ſon, expoſes 
him. co the fatigues and dangets 


<< of war, that he my receive a 
„ crown with honour, which he 


right: and this 1s a proof of his 
«more . glorious to preſerve and 


in voluptuous idleneſs. Nature, 
* therefore, which yon call God. 
+ might, confiſtently Vith wiſdorh 
and goodneſs; place lis in fuck 
«6 © circumftances' x5 would afford us 
nn opportunity of acquiring "ſome 

| a glory, 
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glory, by meriting the rew-ards 
„ hich ſhe his promiſed to Virtue, 
If we had been created neceſſarily 
56 virtuous, we ſhould have been 
without merit, and conleqyearly 
£ without N N 
| My ple delighted with 
my anſwer, though a natural conſe- 
quence of his own reaſoning : and 
convinced © more than ever of the 
exiſtence 'of' a Being ſupremely 
wiſe; he thought it tedious to ſee 
me continue to unfold by the mere 
light of Nature thoſe Truths, 
Which Libertiniſm in vain endes. 
voury't to turn into > ridicule,” 
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9 Wa er would you give}? ſaid 
lie, : 55 to. be fully informed of the 
** ſentiments. ot the iſeſt Men of 
< Antiquity. on this ſubject; thoſe 
+ Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans, 
+5 whoſe. virtue and wiſdom you 
& n ſo. much adrmifed'?” RP 


0812 had YARN: dels 


—_— than I threw myſelf about 


his neck, and intreated him not to 


delay giving me that a a 
moment. Wen ds! A 


18582 1 


1 Ae IG aid This «© yau. 
read with moderation, I will in- 
dulge you. But the beſt things 


become dangerous in exceſs, and 


F 3 « Virtue: 
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Virtue reſides in that medium 
«% which is equally diſtant from all 
© extremes. I fhall-inſiſt upon your 
* taking ſome reſpite; and our lit- 
«tle conferences ſhall be held but 
„ twiceca-week:” The intermediate 
<« days ſhall be ſpent in the cultiva- 
« tion of talents, which, though 
** not fo eſſential, are yet become 


neceſſary in the world, where:you 


{OR TOY ef eee Jun bir 


8 To » Youu 


1 SIGNIFIED My fubmiffion, . 8 
concealed the pleaſure which my 


ſtudies yielded;” as à warm declara- 


Two 
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troduced to me a very agreeable 
Man, who he told me was one of his 
Particular friends that was came 0 
ſhare with us our agreeable ſolitude, 
Mr. de Vigbi for that Was che 
name of our ge gueſt) appeaxed 
my Father. A gecp melanghgly, 
which, he endeavoured. in vain to 
bonceal, gays him a dejected ait, 
which. I at firſt imagined to he the 
effect of his natural diſpoſition; 
but I ſoon  diſcoygred chat it was ac- 
eidental, and that. hig natpral te tem- 
re ag ab; 5 


12 TM. TRIUMPH x TRUTH. 
Dun the. firſt week of our 
acquaintance," I applied myſelf to 
obſerve him, and was ſoon attach- 
ed to him by an ardent friend- 
ip. -Hitherto J had been ignorant 
that my heart was ſuſceptible of 
that paſſion. My love to my pa- 
a rents was habirual, affected me 
equally at all times, and had never 
produced any uncommon emotion; 
on the contrary, my friend 
for Mr. de Vignt was gradual, and 
increaſed by fenſible degrees : : its 
progreſs | ſurpriſed me, and every ad- 
vance gave me a new pleafure. It 
is true, indeed, that Mr. de Vigni, 
by his reading, and diligence to 
oblige me, conttibuted to tho daily 
increaſe 
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increaſe of my complacency tohim 
He undertook with pleaſure to ans 
ſtruct me in ſeverahaccompliſhments 
of which I had been hitherto 1gn0- 
rant; as Dancing, Riding, and Henq - 
ing: theſe exerciſes did not, however, 
prevent my application to Reading 
and Study. I was then entering in- 
to my fifteenth year, my, intellectual 


TH TAL 11 wr" 
faculties were mature and 1,was 
capable of the moſt ſenſible re- 
DI. 11 191: D ESW 


flections. @ 1 fade 0 
Ms. De la Villette had put into 
my hands the Metamorphaſes of 
Ovid, und the Mythology of the 
Ancients. Theſe F read over ſe- 
ieee bir; diſguſted with a 
28 plurality 
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platality, of Gods, more vicious 
kind, I aſked my Father, if it Was 


really true, that ſa Miſe. a people had 


Paid a religious vorſnip w ſuch 

anonſters in wickedneſs? and in what 

tyſtem they could incjude Deities ſo 
Oppolite/'to each other? 


4 320039 bo 
n Tas A cients,” faid be, «were 


it" 4 
& unanimouſly of «< opinion, TIL, Fate- 
« was the ſovereign arbiter of: all 


* events. 2 


| — ſuperior to Jupi- 
tert“ ſaid . Fate was that Nature, 
uch my Reaſon diſcovered. 
* But why: was Fate repreſented 


a blind, unjuſt, and capricious 
1 10 Deity? 


II. 
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« Deity ? Why that multiplicity ot 
* Gods? He did t happen that the 
« ſame light which diſcovered ao mo 
4 ane ſimple and perfect Being, did 
not equally enlighten and guide 
4 perſons af fuch ſuperior! ktjews 
« ledge *' And what could be che 
„ reafon. that ſome of thom did not 
4 diſcover the extravagance of the 
Vulgar, and riſe above the * 
«lar prejudice? ig 


40. 


Loy are not appriſed,” ſaid my 
Father, < how far the power of Pre- 
« judice will extend; eſpecially 
when it coincides with our natu- 


ral inclinations. Man, naturally 


Dickel to Pride, to Pleaſure, 


„and 
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Ward? Selflloveg Wag! Well pleased 


6with! Gods: whbiwere! ſubject to 
* ike wealdibes/iwith"ihimiel?: 
Far from -defiring to Snvalidare 
© the 6pinion:Hich (he! had im- 
* bhibed in his infancy,” he cheriſhed 
his error; ant great length. of 
<©timey and a wariety of almoſt in 
c credible events; were. requiſite 
cc tg "introduce: more rational ideas 
&« of God into his mind“! 7 +1! # 


As the hour of conference was 
paſſed, I retired to reflect upon what 
1 had Heard,” and a thought ſud- 


denly*ruſhed upon my mind, which 
ought to have occurred ſooner. 


* n Man, then, #propeality to di- 


&« order- 


NAT RITIU MFH ITRUBH, gy 
order and vici A irtue; which 


< appears ſo pleaſing u ſo love and 


«even ſo natural to me, a" ſtrauger 
4 to his breaſt? And why is The 
e not che object of his delight and 
*.ftady,: as; ſhe is df mine? We 
<, myſt, then, acquire Virtue by ſtudy 


and application; ſhe. is not thè 


ſpontaneous gift of Nature to 
„Mankind. No, certainly; Obedf̃.- 
« ence ĩs a virtue. Whence proceeds 
that reluctance which Ioften expe- 
« rience in practiſing it? remember 
< that while I was yet a child, I was 


«©, paſſionate and ſtubhorn, and ſume- 
times dared to ftrike, my Brether 


chen he contradicted me: Jam al- 
« {a ſenſible, chat ſhould have bern 


cc yet 


cd 171) 


erage Sr inde te OT IR 
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«yer mare outrageous, if my Fa- 
<<. ther had not wiſely ſuppreſſed 
+ cheſt diſorderi foibles, by puniſh - 
«© mants proportioned to my age. 
And thoſe who have not beet 
thus happily reſtrained, have 
< doubtleſs; felt theſe emotions, 
which we call Paſſions, xo gain 
ground in their breaſts, till they 
< have at length been ſo ſtrengthen- 
* ed by habit, that all efforts to 
*<:conmtroul- them have been render- 
nne 927 


14 0 * — 


| — NI bel 
T imagined chat Mr. De la Villette 
had juſtly repreſented. God to me 

A NN for his erea- 


791 tures. 
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tutes- If le Had. ordated Man,“ 
bail Iz free t0/g00 and evil, an 
happy choice would then, indeed, 
have rendered him virtuous; but ĩt 
« was-not ſufficient that Virtus thus 
* depended upon his choice. Why 
<< was he ſubjected to a multitude 
% of oatraßrous paſſions which ty- 


2 « rannized. over him, and. ſcarce 
« left him at liberty to chuſe?ꝰ 


*. 


1 Was touched. — at 0 
reflection 1 felt great reluc- 
tance to acquaint my F ather, that 


1 had been deceived, and was be- 


come a convert to his opinion; 


but greater .ſtill, to forego the 
| den which I bad formed of the 


Supreme 
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Supreme Being.“ I felt ia ſecret at- 
tachment-to this Author of my ex- 
iſtenee ; und 1 Was ſenfibly afflicted 
with the faults Which T imagined I 
Rad diſcovered in him; and perceiv- 
ed that I could no longer love him 
with equal ardour, when I contem- 
plated him as a Fong: who had: no 
loye for me. 


562. as 7 a 27 — 
, $1 


«* How er mould 1 Tr 


* beth, „ ſaid I to myſelf, „if Mr. 
De la Villette had been naturally 
« addicted to cruelty, violence, and 
* murder! Should [have ſtill loved 
ec *« him, if, deſtitute of parental fond 
« « neſs, he had abandoned me to 
« the neceſſity of Nature, and ex- 


6 erciſed 
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« erciſed his power in acts of ty 
« ral add apptecben, Yer this k. 
c the conduct of the Author of my 
„Being, - who, although he has 
4; endowed me with a reaſonable 
« ſoul, has yet placed me below the 
e moſt ſavage of the Brute Crea- 
< tion, by fubjecting me to the 'ty- 
de ranny of tumultuous paſſions. 
“ Theſe paſſions, indeed, may befub- 
« dued; but the conffict is too vio- 
< lefit, and the victory ton precaris 
“ ous. Man, far from being the 
*« moſt perfect, is the moſt defective 
« of his works. Let his gift of rea- 
« ſon” be reſumed, and let me be 
placed in the foweſt rank of Be- 
« ings; I ſhall then at Teaſt be no 

You I. G longer 
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“longer ſubject to thoſe tranſports, 
« ſo unworthy of Reaſon, which 
* hurry me into exceſſes, almoſt in 
% ſpite of myſelf, and enſlave me, 
eas they have done the wiſeſt of 
„ men.” 176 


Tunis thought, which recurred 
inceſſantly, and which I did not dare 
to reveal to my Father, leſt he 
ſhould confirm my ſuſpicions, plung- 
ed me into ſo deep a melancholy, 
that in a few days I was ſo much al- 
tered as ſcarce to be known. 


: Troven my Father greatly im- 
portuned me to diſcover the cauſe 
of my uneaſineſs, yet J ' perſiſted 


In 
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in telling him that no change had 


happenedinmy mind. He was, how- 
ever, greatly alarmed at my ſitu- 


ation, My reading and conferences 
were at an end ; I buried myſelf in 
ſolitude, where my mind was whol- 
ly taken up in regretting the love 
I had felt for the Supreme Being, 
which, was. incompatible with the 
defects that I had now diſcovered 
in him. I reviewed in my mind all 
our former converſations, and at- 
tempted to diſcover ſome clue that 
might guide me out of this laby- 
rinth of doubt and perplexity; and, 


urged by an almoſt involuntary im- | 


pulſe, I addreſſed the great Author 
5 _ Being, and implored the 
3 G 2 illu- 
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illumination of Divine Wiſdom, 
He, doubtleſs, it was, who revived 
in my memory the words with which 
my Father had concluded our laſt 
conference: Much time, and a va- 
* riety ofalmoſt incredible events, are 
© requiſite to introduce more rational 
ideas of God into the human mind.“ 
« Thoſe men, then,” ſaid I, im- 
mediately, have changed opinion, 
« compelled by the force of irrefra- 
„ gable evidence; and, doubtleſs, 
& ſome truth has been concealed 
from me, which corrected their 
& errors, and would therefore cor- 
& rect mine.” This thought in a 
great degree reſtored my tranqui- 
lity, and I reſolved to leave no- 
54 thing 
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thing unattempted for the diſ- 
covery of what was ſtill ſo induſ- 
triouſly kept ſecret. 


My Father, apprehenſive that 
my manner of life might have been 
the occaſion of my melancholy, was 
intent upon procuring me more 
amuſement. As my Mother had a 
very fine voice, and played ex- 
tremely well on the harpſichord, we 
frequently formed a little concert. 
Muſic ſcarce ſuſpended my uneaſi- 
neſs for a moment. 


Ma. De Vigni having one day 


conjured me by our friendſhip to 
diſcover the cauſe of my melan- 
G 3 choly, 
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choly, I obſerved to him, that he, 
of all men, had the leaſt right to 
make this requeſt, ſince he had now 
lived with me a whole year, and 
during all that time had kept con- 
cealed in his breaſt ſome cauſe of 
perpetual diſcontent, which he at- 
tempted in vain to diſſemble. My 
Father was pleaſed with my curioſity; 
and Mr. De Vigni, at his requeſt, 
informed me, that he had forfeited 
all the happineſs of his life, by too 
eaſily giving credit to ſuggeſtions 
which had been whiſpered againſt 
the honour of his wife, who was, 
notwithſtanding, : equally amiable 
and virtuous. 


8 My 
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- « My- miſery,” ſaid he, © was 
e the greater, as my conviction of 
her diſhoneſty did not extinguiſh 
«© my. love. There is no miſery 
* equal to that of not being able 
<* to eſteem the object of our love. 
* My unhappy wife was the 
victim of my jealouſy, and I was 
* not convinced of her innocence, 
* till the moment in which I loſt 
her for ever.“ 


Tris is only a ſummary of Mr, 
De Vigni's adventures, which he 
related particularly in a very affect- 
ing manner. But that which made 
the ſtrongeſt impreſſion upon me, 
was the deſcription of what he ſuf- 

84 
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fered at the moment in which he 
imagined he had diſcovered the diſ- 
loyalty of his wife, The words in 
which he deſcribed the ſtate of his 
mind, „That it is a dreadful 
“thing to love an object which we 
can no longer eſteem,” ſunk deep 
into my heart. They exactly ex- 
preſſed my own caſe, and at one 
ſtroke exhibited a juſt picture of 
my breaſt. 


Arrei thanking Mr. De Vigni 
for complying with my requeſt, I 
told him, that as he had now open- 
ed his heart-to me, I ought no 
longer to conceal-mine from him, 


*1 now feel,“ ſaid I,“ all thoſe evils 


& which 
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* which you have ſuffered; and I; 
& like you, love an object which I 
© cannot eſteem, without the leaſt 
hope of ever diſcovering it to be 
* ſuch as will enable me to give 
© way to the emotions of my heart 
e without repugnance.” 


How great was the. ſurprize of 
my Parents at this declaration! I 
was in love; but with whom? I had 
never ſeen any object but thoſe 
within our own walls ; — what then 
could have excited a paſſion ſo vio- 
lent as to deſtroy my peace, and en- 
danger my life? At firſt, my Fa- 
ther imagined, that ſome perſon had 
deceived his vigilance, and intruded 

upon 
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upon our ſolitude without his 
knowledge. But I ſoon undeceived 
him, by finiſhing the recital of my 
uneaſineſs. Commiſerate my ſuf- 
* fering! added I, looking ear- 
neſtly at him, and remove a bur- 
« den which otherwiſe I muſt ſhort- 
« ly ſink under.” | 


Ma. De la Villette, agreeably 
ſurpriſed, could no longer delay 
the reſtoration of my peace. Be 
* comforted, my Child,” ſaid he: 
s that Being who has touched your 
heart, is not ſuch as the books I 
< lately gave you have exhibited. 
* He-has been better underſtood by 
more rational enquirers, who have 
| * known 
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« known him as he is, ſo far as 
an human mind can know ſo ex- 
« alted a Being. He is not more 
* abſolute than wiſe ; not more 
* powerful than juſt: but though 
« all his perfections are equal in 
* themſelves, yet to us his Good- 
“ neſs might ſeem. to exceed, ſo 
e much has this attribute been ma- 
4 nifeſted in his works. Far from 
« ſubjefting man to his paſſions, he 
gave him an abſolute dominion 
% over: them. But Man, though 
* he might have preſerved this ſu- 


« periority, yet voluntarily relin- 
„ quiſhed it, and of choice be- 
* came the ſlave of thoſe impulſes 
* which he had power to con- 
* troul,” 
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Tex pleaſure which I felt at this 
diſcourſe was inexpreſſible, and the 
tranquillity of my mind was per- 
fectly reſtored; when my Father had 
read the Firſt Chapter of Geneſis, 
and explained how the diſobedience 
of the firſt Man had contaminated 
his Poſterity, and rendered us ob- 
noxious to Concupiſcence and 
Death. 


Oxx reflection, however, allayed 
my joy. God is juſt,“ ſaid I; 
„but has he purſued the dictates 
* of his Juſtice, by involving in 
the offence of a guilty parent an 
« innumerable progeny of innocent 


Children, who, perhaps, more 
« faithful 
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« faithful than their father, might 
« have kept inviolate the com- 
« mandment of their Creator ? Does 
not the puniſhment exceed the 
« offence ? And ought ſo trivial an 
« a&t of diſobedience to be attended 
« with ſuch fatal conſequences ?” 


My Mother was impatient to 
anſwer this objection : © A King,” 
ſaid ne, raiſes. a man from the 
« loweſt indigence and obſcurity z 
« he makes him his favourite, and 
„ heaps wealth and honours upon 
« him, till he leaves him nothing 
eto wiſh but the throne. What 
guilt could equal the criminal 
< ingratitude of this Man, if, for- 

getting 


94 Tue TRIUMPH or TRUTH. 


getting his obligations to his Be- 
« nefactor and his King, he ſhould 
« exert the powers which he re- 
& ceived from his bounty, to ruin, 
« dethrone, and, if poſſible, deſtroy 
e him? This is an exact repre- 
« ſentation. of the crime of the firſt 
Man. By eating the forbidden 
« fruit, he imagined he ſhould be- 
come equal to his Benefactor, 
& ſhake off the yoke of depend- 
“ ance, and compel him to admit a 
6c partner in his throne. What 
could be more odious? And to 
& carry on the ſimilitude, would you 
&* not think this injured Prince a 
pattern of perfect goodneſs, if, 
„ contented to baniſh this guilty 
“ ſubject, 
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ſubject, and replace him in the 
< ſtate from which he had been 
< raiſed, he ſhould give him hopes 
of being reſtored to his favour, 
© by a more worthy behaviour, and 
« by ſome fignal ſervice? Could 
« you accuſe ſuch a Prince of in · 
< Juſtice, if the children of this 


« vretch, baniſhed with him, had 


no longer any claim to the boun- 
« ty of their Prince, but were 
<« left, like their father, to expect 
« jt only as they ſhould merit it 
« by their ſervices? Such exactly 
«'is the conduct of the Supreme 
« Being to an ungrateful and re- 
« bellious creature. But this is 


not all that he has done for Man; 


and 
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« and you will foon learn what 
* lengths the Divine goodneſs has 
been carried in his behalf.“ 


My Mother's reaſoning appeared 
to me to be unanſwerable; and 
wholly reſigning myſelf to my na- 
tural prepoſſeſſion in favour of the 
Author of my Being, I was tranf- 
ported with joy to find him as per- 
fect as I had wiſhed him to be: 
I moſt earneſtly requeſted my Fa- 
ther to conceal nothing from me 
which related to the Deity ; and, 
yielding to my intreaties, he put 
into my hands the Old Teſtament, 
which I read with inexpreſſible 
pleaſure. 


I was 
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I was now eighteen years old; 


and Mr, De la Villette, to whom 


became every day more dear, 
being entirely recovered from 
his errors, thought he owed me 
this diſcovery, before he introdueed 
me to Society, and placed me in 
the World: it was with difficulty 
that he revealed this ſecret; and 
we mutually admired the means by 
which God had been pleaſed to 
awaken him to a Tenſe of his _ 
and 37 EE by 


3 


Tur Wading of the + Sacred Book 
having given me no idea of the 
Chriſtian Inftitution, I thought our 
family was Jewiſh; and having 

Vol. I. H 
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obſerved the Nation of the Jews to 
be but a very ſmall part of the 
World, I imagined that ſome, ex- 
traordinary event had removed us 
into a ſtrange country; and that in 
the midſt of Infidels we ſhould 
ſcarce be permitted to worſhip God 
according to his own appointment. 
This reflection gave me ſome un- 
eaſineſs. 

* AND why,” ſaid Ito Mr. De 
la Villette, ** do we not endeavour 
<« to return to our Nation, and par- 
«take of the ſacrifices which are 
offered in the Temple? Why 
« do we continue among Infidels, 
« who refuſe to acknowledge the 


Abe 
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1 true God? What can they al- 
« ledge in len. of this refu- 
40 ſal i BEE: wt LOKI ind 


«© THEY x ſay,” anſwered my Fa- 
ther, © that the Holy Scriptures, 
* which. you ſo much admire, are 
© no better than a ſeries of falſe- 
% hoods ; and that Moſes, as ſkil- 
ful in the art of Deception as of 
© Government, invented thoſe fic- 
tions to reduce the Jews to obe- 
% dience, who were naturally a 
« ſtubborn, rebellious, and incre- 
< dulous - people.” | * 

. * Axp what anſwer can we make 
eto this objection?ꝰ? 2 * 
1 To 
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To this Mr. De la Villette re- 
plied: A month hence we are to 
enter into the World - in the 
mean time, do you conſider how 
< theſe pretenders to Free-thinking, 
* who would be thought to believe 
nothing but what they ſee, or of 
& which they can have objective 
“ evidence, may be confuted.” Ac- 
cordingly, I paſſed that month in 
examining the queſtion; and the 
following are the anſwers which I 
communicated to my Father : 


<« Txrre is a Supreme Being; 
This, Reaſon teaches; and this Be- 
< ing poſſeſſes all poſſible perfec- 
« tions in the higheſt degree. His 
chief 


©# 
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chief end in creating Man was 
his ovn glory; every other would 
have been unworthy of his dig- 
© nity." A ſubordinate end was the 
« happineſs of his Creatures: his 
goodneſs made this a law to him- 
4 ſelf. Man cannot be happy but 
« by the practice of virtue. Hence 
« we muſt infer, that a Divine Re- 
« yelation was neceflary to commu- 
* nicate to Man the knowledge of 
his Creator, and conſequently the 
« duty of Divine Worſhip, and to 
* enjoin him to practiſe virtue, and 
% avoid vice. Let us examine the 
various opinions of Mankind 
* concerning the Deity, and which 
are the moſt probable. Let 
} 344] H 3 us 
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* us enquire whether. the Law 
given by Moſes be really worthy 
« of God; how he could render 
the Jews obedient to this Law, 
«© who were an obdurate incredu- 
<« lous people, and, doubtleſs, would 
not have received it but upon 
indubitable evidence of its Divine 
Original. Moſes, it is alledged, 
% was an Impoſtor. But could the 
« Jews have been deceived by a falſe 
relation of facts, to which, if real, 
e they muſt have been eye- witneſſes? 
* Would they not have brought a 
charge of falſhood againſt the 
« Plagues of Egypt, the Paſſage of 
© the Red Sea, the Manna of the 


« Wilderneſs, the Puniſhment of 
| „ Corah, 
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„ Corah, Dathan, and Abiram ? 
Would they not have inſulted 
Moſes with this queſtion: How 
can you expect that we ſhould 
believe facts which happened long 
before we were born, upon your 
< teſtimony, when you have the ef- 
* frontery to lie ſo groſsly concern- 
« ing facts of which we muſt all 
have been living witneſſes? But 
the Jews, far from making any 
* ſuch exceptions, received a bur- 
« denſome Law, to which nothing 
could have prevailed on them to 
<« ſubmit, if they had not been con- 
« vinced, by the miracles which 
« Moſes wrought before their eyes, 
* that he 'ated-by a Divine Com- 
« miſſion,” 
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IAD the Holy Scriptures every 
ah; and every day ſtarted new dif- 
ficulties on what appeared obſbure, 
My Father himſelf aſſiſted me in 
forming objections; ** Have you 
no reluctance,“ faid he, *in aſ- 
* ſenting to things ſo oppoſite to 
« Reafon ? Does your . 
"oF 3 —— ee 
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IIS, donbiteſ;,y ſaid Yes eh 
I have reafon to believe that they 
* are revealed by the inſpiration 
< of a God, who can neither be de- 
ceived, nor deveiver” vim dent 2? 
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« Your nts bejuft, of 


faid he, if the revelation was imme- 
. diate 
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* diate from God to you: but how 
will. you diſtinguiſh whether that 
uyhich is delivered by others a8 a 
* revelation from God, be really 
56 Waren or nn no more 

« who delivers it 2. | £ 


« — * * more mar” 
aid 1, © inaſmuch as God con- 
« firmed the truth of the Revela- 
* tion of which they were the in- 
* ſtruments, by works; which - no 
* human power could effect; and 
« tho* my faith be. implicit, its 
« foundation is, notwithſtanding, 
on firm, I believe. that which 1 


cannot comprehend,. becauſe the 
« perſon 
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«perſon who declares it, is manĩ- 
«fey the inſtrument of that God 
« who can neither be deceived Him- 
«© ſelf, nor deceive” me, as I have 
« already obſerved; I know this 
« Revelation” is from God, becauſe 
« he communicates of his Omni- 
« potence to thoſe who bring it; 
« which, if they were Impoſtors, 
« he could not do without becom- 
« ing an 1 accorhplice-i in the deceit.” 
2 uod d. J 013. +? 
My F ather had promiſed m_ to 

introduce me into the World; 
cho my curiolſty for new 8 
Was great, yet my impatience to 
have all my difficulties removed by 
the converfation of perſons of more 
extenſive 
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extenſive knowledge, was greater 


ſtill. “ But,“ ſaid I to myſelf, 
% we are not now in Judea. Who, 
< among theſe Heathens, can be 
<* capable of giving me inſtruction? 
May I hope ever to rejoin our 
Nation, which now probably 
« groans under ſome new captivi- 
© ty? When will that Meſſiah 
come, who is to be her deli- 
verer, and to reign over her for 


 Grever ?” 


'T ars reflection gave riſe to others: 


God promiſed Abraham that the 


„ Meſſiah ſhould be born of his 


_ * deſcendants, and yet the Pro- 
I phets ſeem to intimate, that he is 


cc to 
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4 only the Partaker, of the Divine 
% Nature, but God himfelf.** This 


had the appearance of a eontra- 


dition, which I wag impatient to 
ſee reconciled ; and immediately 
ſtated it to my Father, who as im- 
patiently expected it. 


Ar is here,” ſaid he, © that you 
have need to recur to your prin- 
&* ciples, and to exert that faith 
* by which we are enabled to be- 
4 Heye what we cannot compre- 
„ hend. The MceMah, is to be at 
once the Son of God, the Son of 
Abraham, and very God himſelf. 
2 That faith which teaches us that 
« there 


„ 
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there is but One God, teaches us, 
„ alſo, that tho' he is One in Ef- 
« fence, yet he is Three in Perſon; 
« and-theſe Three, the Father, the 
„Son, and the Spirit, ate equal in 
4 Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and Power. 
The Son is begotten of the Father 
« from all Eternity; the Spitit is 
« proceeding from the Father and 
« the Son; and there are Three diſ- 
«-rin& Perſons, yet the ſame in fub- 
4 ftance, and but one God. This, 
< indeed, is an incomprehenſible 
© myſtery ; but God would ceaſe to 
be God, if he could be compre- 
% hended by our limited under- 
ſtandings. This being ſappoſed, 


ke us conſider the Gn of the fir 


„ Man. 
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% Man. It was a daring attempt 
4 againſt the Majeſty of Heaven; 
* nothing therefore could make re- 
e paration for ſuch an offence. The 
infinite ſuperiority of the Offend- 

« ed to the Offender, made it impoſ- 
« {ble for Man to offer a ſatisfaction 
e adequate to his crime: this could 
p be effected by none inferior to a 
« Deity. But as it is impoſſible 
for God to ſuffer, it became nez 
ceſſary to unite the Two Natures, 
the Human and the Divine; and 


this expedient the Wiſdom of 


God hath deviſed and executed. 


His Word, the Second Perſon of 


© this Trinity, became incarnate, 


«6 and ** uniting himſelf with the 


„Human 
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„Human Nature, qualified. him- 
* Jelt to make; an adequate atone- 
« ment for Man' 8 offence. As 
« Man, he ſuffered the puniſh- 
ment due to ſin; as, God, he 
imparted an, infinite value to his 
+ ſufferings. .. As the Word, * is 


w Sf &— YU 


« Son — E ni j 


Bur, Sir,“ ſaid I, interrupting 


my Father, you ſpeak of this 
e aſtoniſhing event as already 
« paſt?” mn ot 


rx Ir is * ſo,” l Mr. 
De la Villette; © and to give you 
ba perfect knowledge of theſe ſub- 
lime truths, 1 will put into 
* your 


* \ 4 


412 Tür TRTUMH oe TRUTH: 
< y6ur hands the Life of this'God- 
< Man, and de divine precepts 
4 "hat he hath left x * 


6 


Mr Father she t gave 
me the New Teſtament; and as I 
read it, my aftoniſhment and my 
doubts encreaſed at every page. A 
God cloathed in Human Nature 
A God in infancy 1 poor, perſecut · 
ed, and dying an ignominiqus 
death | Theſe myſterious incidents 
at firſt ſtaggered my belief. I com- 
pared the events of the Life of 
Jeſus Chriſt with what the Pro- 
phets had predicted of him; and 
my amazement encreaſed every mo- 
ment. None but God,“ faid J, 
* could 


7 
4 
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could have foreſeen i ſuch diſtant 
events, and have cauſed them 


to be foretold in, ſo perſpicuous 


«az manner. But was it conſiſtent 
cc with tie Majeſty of a God to unite 
* himſelf to a. Nature ſo imperfect 
das ours, and ta ſuffer, as Man, 
ſuch poverty, pain, and igno- 
< miny ? Theſe objections I put 
to Mr. De la Villette, who had 
foreſeen them, and anfyered them 
mere 701 er e | dn 


| AL or Ot Net % n 

t * are to bebe ſaid he, 

« two ſtates of Map ;. that of Inno. 
<« cence, and that into-which, he fal 
«by his offence.. Human Nature; 
before the diſabedience of Adam 
Vol. I. I cc had 
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*« had nothing to debaſe it. Man, 
* then the maſter of his paſſions, and 
< capable of knowing and of lov- 
e ing his Creator, attained ſome de- 
« oree of reſemblance to his God 
« by this knowledge, atid this 
love; for it is the property of 
< love{to produce a conformity to 
<« its object. All the miſeries and 
« frailties of the human race are 
< the conſequences of the firſt 
« fin, The Word united to the 
„Human Nature, as it was in its 
« primitive ſtate, which was that 
* of Innocence; expiates the ini- 
ke. quity of Man, maintains the glo- 
« ry of his Father, and ſecures the 
„nnn of the World. Theſe 


oo are 
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e are the fruits of his death; and 
* what could be more glorious 1? 


D 6 1 i1 


7 1 was now. convinced that the 
ſufferings of Chriſt, far from di- 
miniſhing, enhanced his glory. 


J retired into my apartment to 
meditate on thoſe great truths; and 


having again read over the Life of 
Jeſus Chriſt with great attention, I 


was confirmed in a faith, which was 


ſo much the more firm, as it ap- 
peared to have Reaſon for its foun- 
dation. & 


Bur Mr. De la Villette, who was 
deſirous to ſee how far I cauld car- 
ry my conviction, prepared new 

12 mat - 
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matter for converſation. He had 
for ſome time maintained a literary 
correſpondence with a friend, equal- 
ly.eminent for his learning and pie- 
ty, whom my mother had intro- 
duced to his acquaintance. This 
Gentleman willingly entered into 
his ſcheme ; and being arrived at 
eur Tetreat, my Father introduced 
him to me as one of the Doctors of 
the Moſaic Law. | 


- ArTzr' the firſt compliments, I 
could not forbear to expreſs my 
ſurprize. I thought,” ſaid I to 
my Father, from peruſing the Sa- 
«*« cred Books, that the Jewiſh Law 
« was aboliſhed, and that the Law, 

« of 
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« of which the Son of God him- 
« ſelf became the Apoſtle, had 
ce been ſubſtituted in its ſtead: 
* Was I then miſtaken ?” 


„ CkRTAIxIv,“ replied Mr. De la 
Boiſſiere, our new gueſt, © the Law 
« of Moſes till ſubſiſts, and we 
« expect the coming of the Meſ- 
« ſjah to confirm and propagate it 
— throughout the World.“ 


0 You expect the Meſſiah ! '” ſaid 
I, | with aſtoniſhment. “My Father 
« then deceived me, . when, giving 
% me the New Teſtament, he af- 


« firmed that it contained the Life 
I 3 « of 
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« of the Meffiah, and that he came | 
many years ago.” | 
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« He has certainly deceivedyou,” 
replied Mr. De la Boiſſiere: © that 
& perſon, whoſe Hiſtory you read, 
& wasan Impoſtor, whom our Fathers 
« deſervedly puniſhed, The true 
« Meſſiah ſhall come with power to 
* deliver us, and rebuild the Tem- 
ple of the true God with ſplen- 
„ dor and magnificence.“ 
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„Fo are then,“ replied T, 
* now in captivity, and the Temple 
< ſubſiſts no more ?” 


. © Mosr certainly,” ſaid he.“ Diſ- 


« perſed through all the Nations, 


«© we 
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* we have no longer either Temple, 
< or City, or King. But the greater 
Sour depreſſion, the mare perfect 
« ſhall be our glory. at the coming 
of our King, to whom God, ac- 
* cording to his promiſes, will give 
e an abſolute and univerſal domi- 
„nion.“ 


Upon my expreſſing a curiofity 
to know by what event fo powerful 
a people had been diſperſed, Mr, 
De la Boiſſiere put into my hand 
Joſephus's Hiſtory, and J applied 
myſelf to read the Book which 
treats of the taking of Jeruſalem. 


14 Tur 
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Tax diligent peruſal of this, and 
the Prophers, was'the work of ſome 
days; and at length I aſked Mr. 
De la Boiſſiere, if he was willing to 
hear the reflections I had made on 


our laſt converſation ; he conſented, | 
and J proceeded thus: 


Do you believe that the Pro- 
« phets were indeed divinely in- 
2 3 "af 


A Most afuredy, ſaid Mr. De 
la —— 
| «1 INFER: thence,” aid, 1 that 
« the Meſſiah is already come, and 
i: -- that you expect __ in vain: Firſt, 


« becauſe 
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e becauſe God promiſed David that 
«his deſcendants ſhould reign; till 
the end of Time. His deſcend- 
«© ants'did reign till the coming of 
*. Jeſus Chriſt ; and either the pro- 
„ miſes of God are falſe, or Jeſus 
« Chriſt is the Son of David, of 
« whoſe reign. there ſhall be: no 
* end. Secondly, becauſe at the 
return of the Jews from the Ba- 
* byloniſh' Captivity; the Prophet 
„ Hagai- ſavs, * That the Temple 
te then to be built ſhould. ſurpaſs 
in glory the Temple of Solomon: 
* and as this Temple is now de- 
* ſtroyed, the Meſſiah is already 
* come; ſince it is impoſſible he 
** ſhould enter a Temple, of which 

there 
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there is not one ſtone remaining 
* upon another. Thirdly, I read 
in the Prophets, that God will ne- 
ver wholly abandon his People; 
* and Hiſtory ſupports their teſti- 
*,mbny. Of whatever crimes the 
„Jews were guilty, they no ſooner 
returned to the Lord, than he 
5 pardoned their iniquity, and raiſed 
* them up a Deliverer. By what a 
„ ſeries of wonders were they 
brought out of Babylon? What 
F then is that crime for which God 
5 has abandoned them during fo 
+ many ages? Why is he deaf to 
* their complaints and ſupplica- 
tions? What fin have they com- 
f mitted thus to draw down his an- 

cc ger 
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* ger upon them? Have they, as 
* in the time of Manaſſch, ſacrificed 
ce their children to idols, and wor- 
& ſhipped the works of theit hands? 
They crucified, indeed, the Son of 
% Mary; but if he was not the Son 
* of God, he was a Blaſphemer. 
© Joſephus in vain aſſerts that he 
as a Prophet: there is no me- 
* dium; either he was the Meſſiah, 
or an impious Impoſtor, deſerving 
ce univerſal abhorrence and detefta- 
& tion. It is Deicide, doubtleſs, 
* which God has revenged upon your 
Nation; a crime foretold by the 
“Prophet, when he ſays, © The 
** tone which the Builders refuſed, 
js become the head of the corner.” 
Bur 
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Bur if theſe proofs that the 
& Meſſiah is already come, are not 
“ ſufficient for your conviction, ex- 
* amine the Life of Jeſus, and 
you mult perceive the rays of his 
« Divinity through the veil of Hu- 
* man Nature. The winds and 
&« waves, and death itſelf, were obe- 
« dent to his command. Futurity 
e hid nothing from his view; he 
« wept the deſtruction of your 
“City; he ſaw Veſpaſian deſtroy 
« jt; and told his Diſciples, that of 
ce the Temple, which was then the 
object of their reverence and ad- 
te miration, not one ſtone ſhould re- 


* main upon another.” 


« IAM 
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I A aſtoniſhed,” ſaid Mr. 
Boiſſiere, at the confidence with 
* which you reaſon. And in the 
« firſt place J muſt inform you, 
that our Rabbi's have, always 
taught, that a Son of David now 
< reigns in ſome unknown region, 
« and that his Kingdom ſhall ſub- 
e fiſt till the coming of the Meſſiah. 
In the ſecond place, with reſpect 
«* to the diſperſion and perſecutions 
„ that we have ſuffered, they ſay, 
that God cannot reverſe the ſen- 
e tence pronounced againſt us; 
« but that he paſſes part of the 
night in roaring like a Lion, and 
crying out, Noe is me, to have de- 
&* ſtroyed my People, my Temple, and my 
cc City Pp 
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Ir was not poflible for me to 
endure the recital of theſe extrava- 
gancies with patience, I roſe ab- 
ruptly, and, forgetting the reſpect 
due to the company, went out, ſay- 
ing, That fools only were capable 
<< of inventing ſuch ridiculous fa- 
* bles, or of hearing them related.” 


My Father followed me ſoon 
afterwards ; and feigning that Mr. 
De la Boiſſiere reſented my rudeneſs, 
« Learn,” ſays he, © to ſypport 
your argument with temper ; the 
te laws of Converſation permit us 


« to diſpute, but nat to ſubſtitute 
„ jinvectives for reaſon. I do not 


require you to adopt Mr. De la 
| „ gBoiſſiere's 
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«© Boifliere's ſentiments; but Tex- 
pect that you ſhould anſwer him 
* with politeneſs: apologize for 
« your late breach of decorum.“ 
I osxyed Mr. De la Villette 
without the leaſt reluctance; {nor 
did I bluſh to begin a reformation, 
by confeſſing my fault. My apo- 
logy was well received, and the 
diſpute was not reſumed that day. 


On the morrow after dinner, I 
aſked my Father, what became of the 
Apoſtles of Jeſus after his Reiurs 
rection. I wonder, {aid I, © that 
* the God-Man made choice of 
* ſuch inſtruments to propagate 

«bs 
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« the Goſpel." It ĩs difficult to con- 
«*cetve* perſons more grofly igno- 
rant, more criminally timid, and, 
eqn all reſpeQs, more unequal: to 
«ſo great a work. In many in- 
enſtances, they appear to be deſti- 
< tute of common ſenſe. Witneſſes 
of the Miracles of their Lord, 
«hd but à few days after the 
* Multiplication of the Loaves, be- 
e ing cautioned to beware of the 
&« leaven of the Phariſees, inſtead 
« of attending to the moral of his 
% diſcourſe relative ts the Leaven, 
<« they immediately replied, "We 
% have no bread, Diſciples of a 
«Maſter who inceſſantly inculcated 
«humility, they contended fot 
5 89 pre- 


99 
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<4 pre-eminenee, and each deſired 
* the chief place in his Kingdam 
* they prafeſſed a fidelity to him 
« which ne danger could ſhake, and 


« pet in à few hours baſely deſerted 


* him in the hands af his enemies: 
His faygurite followed him, hut 
it was at a diſtance and the Niſ- 
* ciple whoſe profeſſions of ad- 
« hering to him had been ſq ſan- 
** gyine but a little hefopę, denied 
him upon the interrogation of a 


« ſervant.” I ean ſcarce believe 
that ſuch perſons could execute 


« the deſigns of the Meſſiah.“ 


Tay were, indeed,” ſajd my 
Father, rude and illiterate 3 but 
You, I. * con- 
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& conſider well the difficulty of the 
*enterprize to which they were ap- 
pointed. They were ſent out in- 
< to all countries to preach a cru- 
«© cified God, and eſtabliſh an au- 
<ſtere"law, to oblige Senſuality to 
« chaſtity, Avarice to oy and 
& Ambition ro — 


1 


I pave already made theſe re- 
60 flections, ſaid I, and I cannot 
« perſuade myſelf that they made 
great conqueſts. 8 


c You will be much ſurpriſed, 
« then,” ſaid Mr. De la Villette, 
'« when I tell you what they atchiev- 
* ed ten days after the Aſcenſion. 
1 * 


1 
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4 he became inſenſible to fear, He 
told the aſſembled Jeyys, . that He 
whom they had crucified was the 
Lord of Lite; that they had no 
reſource but Repentance ; and 


« whom they, had nailed to a croſs 


0 him ſmote their breaſts, and were 


much greater number, touched 
,* with the wonders that were per- 
ft formed by the Apoſtles, became 


petet, the weak, the partial, and 
*© the. irreſolute, no ſooner received 
the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, which 
** his Lord had promiſed him, than 


that they ought to worſhip Him 
* Four thouſand of thoſe that heard 


ä baptized ; and ſoon afterwards a 


« proſelyt tes to, the religion which 
K 2 they 
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they - preached, notwithſtanding 
* its auſterity, In vain did Herod 
* and the Jews caſt them into pri- 
© ſon. The death of one, and the 
<« puniſhment of others, had now no 
power to intimidate ; they an- 
« {wered with boldneſs and conſtan- 
© cy, when they were forbidden to 
& preach theGoſpel of Chriſt, Judge 
« ye, whether it is fit that we ſhould 
© obey Men rather than God.“ 
Judea became too ſmall a diſtrict 
6 to circumſcribe the labours of 
« theſe zealous Evangeliſts ; they 
6 ſpread themſelves over the whole 
« earth, attacked Idolatry in its 
capital, and preached Criſt cruci- 
* „ fied 1 in Rome itſelf, The Poten- 
©* tates 
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e tates of the earth in vain oppoſed 
« the progreſs of the Goſpel. The 
* Apoſtles, after having ſealed it 
< with their blood, ſpiung up mul 
e tiphed in their ſucceſſors ; the 
* plood of the new Chriſtians be · 
came a ſeed; in the earth; Which 
received it, that produced a 
e thouſand for one; and, after 
* many ages, the Croſs was diſ- 
By N top of the Capitol. 2 


Bur, Sir,” ſaid the pretended 
Jew, « who atteſts the truth * 
« theſe Miracles ſaid to be wrought 
by the Apoſtles? ? 


* Permit me to ſay,” anfwered . 
0 that you cannot deny them, 0 
K 3 out 
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* out admitting a greater. If the 
* World had changed its ſenti- 
e ments without having ſeen theſe 
Miracles which you call in queſ- 
tion, this would have been a 
“greater prodigy than any related 
in the New Teſtament. As for 
me, I no longer wonder at the 
choice of Jeſus. If he had ap- 
4 pointed men of learning and 
« power for the: conqueſt of the 
World, his victory would have 
4 been leſs fign nal and glorious; but 
« as it is, hey Power appears. with 
40 all! its luſtre. * ata mags 


uus ſubmit. to ſo clear ad- 
< monition,” ſaid, Mr, De la Boiſ- 
ſiere : 


TAE TRIUMPH or TRUTH, 135 


ſiere; © I am no longer a Jew ; and 
1 believe,” added he, laughing 
that if I had ever been really 10 
0 I ſhould now have been a convert 
6 to Chriſtianity. , You are fur- 
Bo priſed, Sir,” ſaid. he to. me; with 
a ſmile of complaiſance; “Forgive 
my diſſimulation; it has too well 
on ſeryed to illuſtrate the force 'of 
“your genius, for you ta ney it 
« as an injury.“ | 

My Father then gave me the real 
character of our preaded Jew; and 
we made ourſelves very merry with 
the anger which I had conceived 
againſt him. 
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As I was to continue but a few 
days longer in my ſolitude, I Im- 
proved them in reading the Acts 
of the Apoſtles; and the reſt of the 
New Teſtament ; and for my far- 
ther information, Mr. De la Boiſ- . 
Here related the perſecutions which 
the firſt Chriſtians ſuffered; by 
what means Chriſtianity prevailed 
againſt all oppoſition, and was 
preached in every nation ; and at 


length fully explained to me the 
Doctrines of the Church. 


Mr Father then requeſted the 
Ecclæſiaſtic vn whoſe miniſtry he 
had attended ſince his converſion, 
to viſit us in our retreat, and aſſiſt 
S7 558 
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me in the diſcharge of thoſe duties 
of Which I had hitherto been igno- 
tant. This was a day of 1 riumph 
for my Mother, in which her enter- 
prize was compleated with ſut- 
ceſs.” She would willingly have 
paſſed her whole life in a ſolitude, 
which had been endeared to her by 
fomany intereſtingevents, and which 
ſhe had quitted bur three times in 
eighteen years. But my Father had 
otherwiſe determined. His reve- 
nue, conſiderably augmented during 
our retreat by the retrenchment of 
all ſuperfluous expences, promiſed 
me a ſplendid inheritance ; and he 
was reſolved to neglect nothing 
that might enable me to poſſeſs it 

with 
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with happineſs, and honour.. Paris 
appeared to him the fitteſt place to 
anſwer his purpoſe. Mr. De Vigni 
conſented to-accompapy us thither; 
and Mr. De la Biſſiexe had a great 
deſire to be of the party ; but indiſ- 
penſible buſineſs; retained him in 
the country: he promiſed, how- 
ever, to diſpatch it with all poſſible 
expedition, and join us at Paris. 


A ktup of dread ſeized me 
when I anticipated. the moment in 
which I was to quit my ſolitude. 
I conceived myſelf. about to be 
tranſported into a, ſtrange country, 
in which I ſhould have neither 
language nor appearance in com- 

rh mon 
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mon, | wich the Auen L vibe 
ed that Mr. De la Villette had, 
inſtructed me in. the manners, 
and cuſtoms of the People among, 
whom I was going, to reſide, and 


my fears at length compelled me to 
communicate my wiſn; but my Fa- 
ther was reſolved to enjoy my 


ne | 


oP « ] po not refuſe,” ſaid he, to 
te be your guide through the ſcenes 
* that are now opening before you ; 
e but 1 ſhall accommodate my al 
_ ſiſtance to the contingent exi- 
0 gencies as they ariſe ; and Iam 


6c very deſirous that you ſhould de- 
as rive from your own reflection 
5 « the 
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6 the Knowledge that you are wil-- 
ung to owe to my inſtruction. 
41 mall only apprize you of fo 
4 much BY the character of the 


« F rench nation, "ns is neceſſary 
* you ſhould know.” RE II 
Na Tus French TOR A FER 
e neſs and impetuoſity in their tem- 
per, which urges them to follow 
« every riſing inclination, without 
«* affording ther leiſure to weigh 
« the conſequences : whatever is 
« new amuſes, and Whatever a- 
% muſes pleaſes them. As a con- 
e ſequence of this, they ſeek à new 
e acquaintance with eagerneſs, and 
as < heap civilities upon him with 
S a a thought- 
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% thoughtlols , profuſion. | Tau 
+ you aro indehted ta a friendſhip 
* which your qyn merit has ſud- 
« denly inſpired, far all theſe cjvi- 
„ lities and offers of ſervice; but 
nothing is more falſe: this ex- 
e ceſs of courteſy is no more than 
« a ſalary, which they pay you for 
the amuſement which you afford 
them. They are familiar with 
< objects that preſent themſelves 
every day; in theſe there is no- 
*< thing to examine, or to criticiſe. 
« You arrive; their eyes, as it were, 
& devour you With avidity; N and 
N ae perſon, your underſtanding, 


Land wann beeome the gbjes 
6 of 


142 The TRIUMPH oz TRUTH. 
Gf a ſtudy, which diverts' their 
attention from objects that are 
« become inſipid and tireſomè be- 
cauſe they afford nothing new. 
« Stand, rherefore, on your guard; 
be jend yourſelf to all, but give 
_n yourſelf to none without a mature 
& examination. | 


SS * © # +, 


1 Tris,” continued my Father, 
yy is the only leſſon that I ſhall give 
« you. I will, as I told you be- 
« fore, be your Guide'; and the 
authority of the Father ſhall not 
appear through the familiarity of 
e the Friend. 1 aſſure myſelf, that 

"<« you will confide i in me without re- 


«x ſerve; for this Will enable me to 
2 6 male 
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make the proper diſpoſitions in 
« every ſtage of our journey; and 
if your confidence in me is per- 
fect, I dare undertake. to conduct 
you in ſafety through. all the 
*, dangers that we may, encounter 
„en the road ? 43 

L.  assvRED- my Father, that I 
would deſerve his goodneſs to the 
utmoſt of my ability; and we 
paſſed the reſt of the day in making 
preparations for our departure, 
which was fixed for the morrow. 5 
Ir was now near the and lor Au- 
tumn; and as we ſet out very early 
in the morning, ſcarce any object 
| could 
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cauld be diſtinguiſhed when we got 

inte the coach. The impatience 

which felt at this time is not to be 
expreſſed, and I thought the day 
would never appear: the darkneſs 
ef the night, however, being at 
length wholly diſſipated, I logked 
round me with the utmoſt eager- 
neſs and eurioſity. I was aſteniſhed 
at the craud of people whom I ſaw 
employed - in cutting grapes, - The 
Jun being riſen, and the day being 
hotter than uſual in that ſeaſon, I 
was touched with pity for thoſe 
unhappy wretches, who ſeemed to 
me to be the only perſans who in- 
herited the curſe which God had 


pronounced on all Mankind, That 
they 
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6 NA urn their brand withithe 


<<. ſeaeat” ef tbeir brom; the rags 


which left ſome of them half naked 


perſuaded me chat this painfuł la- 
bour ſcaree procured: them che ne- 


ceffaries' of life. Whar reaſon. 


have they to complain“ ſaid J to 
myſelf: „ And with what eye 
„ muſt they regard thaſe who live 
<* in eaſe and affſuence! Us, for 


E 08 who travel wadgs ſhel- 


5 « chey are expaſed 0 all e 
e of ch e weather,” _.. 175 


is 


017 rt igt — 5 n 


1 was; holly. alen, ß With 


theſe reflections, when, the hpur for 
he Grape-gatherers dinner arrived. 


Vor. I. L I then” 
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I then ſaw them ſeat themſelves in 
companies on the graſs; joy ſpark- 

led in their faces; ſome fung, fome 

danced, and others eat of the coar- 
ſeſt proviſions with an appetite that 
rendered them more taſteful than 

- the moſt coſtly dainties. My aſto- 

_ niſhment was viſible in my coun- 
tenance, and I communicated the 
cauſe to my Fer. 07 Nr 


ud . 


5 o * 
— — —_— 


&« You are miſtaken,” aid he, 
jf you think theſe perſons are un- 
« happy. Enured to labour from 
their infancy, they are inſenſible 
to every hardſhip ; ; and notwith- 
a « ſtanding their extreme pover- 


. * they « yy a more perfect con- 
N 66 tent 
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< tent, than they who dwell under 
* roofs of gold. Even you your- 
0 ſelf may one day be touched with 
« misfortunes to which they are 
< ſtrangers.” You may wiſh to 
* change your condition for theirs; 
« 2 envy the tranquility of mind 

which ſweetens all their labours, 
* and ſhelters them from the ſtorms 
6 + of Life.” 


Fil 
Þ 


« T CANNOT conceive,” faid * 
J « that i it is poſſible for me ever to 
« be i in ſuch a ſituation as to re- 
10 gard that of theſe wretches with 
0 * envy: With no mixture of 
00 * ambition in my temper. and in 


134 
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ä « always 
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* always have the peaceful enjoy- 
ment of a private * in my 
e e FOIL UA, 
ore wal you be always,” ſaid 
Mr. De Vigni, fetching a deep 
figh, © will you be always able to 
« defend yourſelf from the inquie- 
«tudes of Love; a paſſion which 
« produces the moſt fatal ef- 
i fects ; which in a moment, per- 
« verts the moſt pure and regular 
&< deſires, and makes the follies and 
* vices of the beloved object our 
* own? You have no ambition; 


« —_ you may ligh for one who 


* has. She deſires to ſee you ſhine 


*in a more exalted ſtation than 


& that 
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« that which is now the object of 
« your choice; and this dignity is 
« the condition of her love. A 
« defire to gratify her wiſhes will 
e produce the ſame effects in your 
conduct as Ambition. What then 


« ill become of your tranquility 
and love of — * 


« PERMTT me, Sir,“ ſaid T to 
r. De Vigni, to except againſt 
„your teſtimony. Love has been 
<* the cauſe of your misfortunes 
„and it is from a deſire of re- 
« venge only that you accuſe him 
th | cauſing all the diſorders in the 
„world. 1 confeſs that I am un- 
2 dert! no apprehenſion of its pro- 
ah L 3 « ducing 
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e ducing ſuch. unhappy effects on 
«© me, I feel myſelf ſuſceptible 
« of Love; but my Love ſhall al- 
« ways have Virtue, for its object; 
te and whatever charms I ſhall diſ- 
0 cover in a Lady, either, I ſhall 
e not love her at all, or I ſhall ceaſe 
eto love the moment I ſee any 
defect which would produce a 
e change in thoſe principles which 
“ have laid down as the rule of 

T * my e conduct. P 
* Yous — of yourſelf 
e is little,“ ſaid my Mother, © * and 
44 your knowledge of Love | is leſs. 
“This paſſion, which defeated the 
wa * wiſdom of the greateſt Philoſa- 
66 phers, 
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* phers, ſubdues us almoſt ere we 
* perceive its approach ; and we 
« firſt feel the weight of its chains 
<« when they become too ſtrong to 
« be broken. I know your heart 
« to be tender, and your ſecurity 
66 will e 2 defeat.” | 


* Pinlert me,“ ſaid I to my 
Mother, « to fatter myſelf ; 1 dare 
60 * engage for the ſecurity of my 
« heart: I am not conſcious of any 
« paſſion” equal to the tenderneſs 
that I feel for you, which is the 
« effect: of Inſtinct and Gratitude; 
« affection for Mr. De Vigni is pro- 
« duced. by a kind of ſympathy, 
* and the knowledge I have of his 
Gn Den 6 merit; 
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merit; and altho' nothing can 
render it more ardent, yet it is 
< not an irreſiſtible impulſe which 
would conſtrain to act in viola- 
* tion of my reaſon; nor can I per- 
e ſuade myſelf that there is any 
« ſperies of tenderneſs or affection 
« diſtin& from what I feel for you 
< and him, which, however, makes 
“ my heart free, and produces no 
ͤſenſations but of tranquility and 
„delight: but if there is, I am 
determined to renounce every 
<« paſſion that is different. from this 
7 eee and virtuous compla- 
© cency.” 17 oft 1 10:1; | 
mie el you,” ſaid my Fa- 
ther,“ that you miſtake Friendſhip 
for 
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for Ldve ; but J leave chis to e - 
4 perience; and God grant that 
you may not find Experienet to 
8 e 9 WY} 


33 I — no > reply to Mr. 
De la v illette, yet L was not con- 
vinced: I burned with impatience 
to aſſume the part I was to act in the 
World, that I might evince the truth 
of what I had advanced; and the 
four days of our journey appeared 

to me four ages, 


WE * at Paris about three 

0 (clock in the afternoon; and it 
was neceſſary to paſs through part 
. to dome at the place 
where 
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where we were to lodge, I cannot 
deſcribe. what paſſed in my mind 
at that perpetual motion of Men 
and Equipages. My ſoul had paſſed 
into my eyes, if I may be allowed 
the expreſſion ; and I was not at 
leifure to reflect on the multiplicity 
of objects that crouded upon n me at 
once. | ; ney 


Duo this aſtoniſhing paſſage, 
I did not utter one word; and T 
waked as from a dream, when 1 
was called upon to alight from the 
coach. ] was piqued to ſee the eyes 
of our little company fixed upon 
me; for Thoped-to have deceived 

their expectations by affecting an 


— {Of 1 air 
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air of unconcern and tranquility : 1 


confeſſed this to my Father, and 
joined in the mirth which they en- 
joyed at my eee wehe a . 
e 


Wr had many relations at Paris, 
with whom my Father, tho? he had 
carefully concealed the ſingularity 
of my education, had yet kept a 
literary correſpondence; and my 
Mother had made ſeveral journies 
during our reſidence in the coun- 
try, in which ſhe cultivated their 
friendſhip. They were appriſed of 
our arrival; and prefſed to ſee us 
the next day; I have already ob- 
wide chat Mr. De Vigni had 
taken 
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taken care to inſtruct me in the ex · 
ternal ceremonies of a viſit; and 
as to the reſt, I was determined to 
be attentive to the behaviour of 
others; to ſpeak little, and to 
note for my own inſtruction what- 
ever Lſhould hear or fee, My Father 
declared that this was the effect of 
diffidence, which, however, ren- 
dered me but the more - amiable; 
My filence was attributed to mo- 
defty; and the rather, becaufe I had 
given ſome anſwers which: were 
{ſenſible and SIA ** 


My Mother's 8 facher, at. whoſe 
houſe ſhe had Jodged in her former 
Joutnies, invited us to ſpend a day 

Hang with 
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with him. My Father conſented 
to wait upon him after dinner, and, 
as it was Sunday, exeuſed our ears 
lier attendance, that we might have 
time to dreſs, and hear maſs. 


Wx lodged near the Little Fa- 
thers, and repaired to that church 
at noon. Senſibly touched with the 
great Truths of Religion, I was 
ſeized with a kind of holy dread, 
and entered trembling into that ſa- 
cred place. But what was my afto- 
niſhment when I looked round on 


the countenances of thoſe who filled 
it! I was placed behind a young 
lady, who was very tichly dreſt, and 
ſat on a chair, playing with a naſe- 
gay; 
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gay; ſhe was ſurrounded by young 


gentlemen, who talked to her ſo 
loud, that I did not loſe one 


of their diſcourſe. 


« How do you diſpoſe of your- 
«ſelf to-day, Madam?“ ſaid one 
of them. Do you ſhine at che 


Opera? La More der a ſolo 


te there ere ” 

- te Pt, my A&A * 4 . 
*« How can you propoſe the Opera 
eon a Sunday! We. muſt leave it 
i to-day to the citizens wives.“ 


„ THAT is true,” | replied the 
lady; © it is not fit that a woman 
«6 of 
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of faſhion ſhould appear at public 
places, but on thoſe days when 
e they are reſorted to by * of 
be urge at 41149008 
4 You are in the right, Madam,” 
*faid a young ſpark on the other 
"fide; © and if you will take my 
advice, we will revive the party 
*« of St. Cloud, which that blun- 


4 dering Knight has 5 impertticiitty 
broken. 1 1 147 


» (77 | 22 18 T9 


' Sn was going to reply, when, at 
the ſound of a bell that proclaimed 
the elevation of the Hoſt, ſhe role 
up, and lolled over the back of a 
chair; the men bent one knee, on 


which 


= * — 8 
* , 
A V1 


e760. T VT — urn. 
hich ben placed. Air eben. 
then unagined} might ph myſelf 
to ay deyotions without interrup- 
tion; but the whole company riſ- 
ing, the men, after looking down 
at the knee which they had bent, 
and rubbing it twenty, times, began 
again to talk, Jon: that my. pa- 
tience was quite exha hauſted. I changed 
place, but I gained no advantage; 
the ſame noiſe and the fame. irreve- 
- rence preyailed equally in all parts 
of the. ene „ 


18 9 £3 nm 1s xp £212 
w- &4 + 


* — what,” foid-.1 19,my{clt, 

& are theſe people Chriſtians ., Na, 
;* doubtleſs, thele are Pagans, wham 
eee has, brought into. our 


c 
* 2 « remple ; ; 
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Temple; but I think they ought 
to be 'refuſed admitrance, or oblig- 
ed to behave with decency. 
My Father, to whom I commu- 
nicated my thoughts at our return, 


could not refrain from laughter ; 
but my aſtoniſhment was e 
when he aſſured me that theſe 
people believed | Jeſus Chriſt to be 
preſent in the Temple, and profeſ- 
ſed themſelves his diſciples. 


-» 


I is impoſflible !” ſaid J. Can 
$6 they be ſenſible of the Majeſty 
« of God, and of the meanneſs of 
« animated duſt, without being 
« ſtruck with the moſt reſpectable 


« awe in his preſence ?”_ 


You. I. MM. Laan” 
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_* Leann, faid» my Mother, 
& the cauſe, of this irregular beha- 
« yiour : Children of the moſt 
« tender age are witneſſes. of the 
* want of reverence in our churches. 
« It is in vain that a Governeſs, or 
&« 2 Mother, repeatedly tells them 
« that God is preſent ; that he is a 
“ God who will ſeverely puniſh 
« thoſe who treat him with diſre- 
« ſpect : they cannot reconcile what 
« they ſee with that which they 
« are taught. And when this Go- 
« yerneſs or Mother obſerve not 
« themſelves, in the holy place, the 
« reſpe& which they recommend to 
their pupils, they are apt to think 
it an impoſition, and imitate 
what they apo 6 N * 
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Ir is likely,” replied L <e they 
e will act fo, until they arrive at. 
*©-years of diſcretion ; but is it not 


« ſtrange they ſhould not, then loſe. 
their childiſh habits 7% | 


* Tux ought to do it,” ' ſaid 
my Father; and they undoubted- 
„ly would, if they made uſe of 
their underſtanding, to ſearch into 
< the great truths of Religion: but 
* their faith is too ſuperficial to 
* make any thing more than a 
„light impreſſion. Scarcely are 
e they got beyond their Infancy, 
< before they are made to learn by 
© rote a ſummary of what they 
©. ought to know; but explained 
« in ſo dull a manner, as to be nei- 
| M 2 other 
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ther capable of enlightening the 
* underſtanding, or warming the 
heart; which are only employed 
* in learning the means to make a 
fortune, or to enjoy it agree- 
4 ably. 


*A Selb: Lady,” continued he, 
thinks her chief ſtudy ought to be, 
* how to acquire the talent of Plea- 
* ſing. If ſhe ever hears any diſ- 
e courſe on the neceſſity of be- 
* coming virtuous, it chiefly con- 
« fiſts in repreſenting the ſhame 
and infamy with which they are 
covered in the eyes of the World, 
** who are not ſo; which ſeems to 
“ ijnſinuate, chat Vice itſelf will ren- 
« der them leſs deſpicable, than the 
« want of matter to conceal it, To 
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<« a young Gentleman they talk of 
the neceſſity of being brave; and 
in the ſame moment in which 
they tell him, the Evangelical 
„Law ought to be the rule of his 
actions, they teach him that the 
« ſuffering a known injury muſt 
<« infallibly ruin his reputation. 
« What idea can this young man 
* conceive, in comparing this leſ- 
« ſon with the precept of the Goſ- 
« pel, of turning our cheek to him 
« who ſmites us? Nothing can 
be more natural than for him to 
« look on this Commandment, and 
on conſequently all the reſt, as fine 
i ſpeculations, which, are not to 
« be followed, and which are not 
« raiſed on any reaſonable foun- 
< dation,” 
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Wir had promiſed my Uncle a 


viſit; we found at his houſe a great 


TJ 


deal of company, to whom my pa- 


negyric had already been made. 1 
was charmed at the air of kindneſs 
and ſincerity wich which every one 
preſſed to embrace me; and forget 


ting what my Father had told me, I 


could not help ſaying aſide : « My 
** countenance intereſts them in io 1 


* favour.” 


Bur ſelf-love had no long ſub. 8 


Jet for applauſe; it was ſtopped 3 


by the arrival of a Lady, who 


came to introduce her ſon to Mr, 
De Janſon, my Uncle. This Son 
Was an original of a moſt ſingular 
figure, He came from College, 
where it was ſaid, he had borne + 
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away the firſt prizes. As ſdon 
as be entered, there was n 

more converſation left for me; my 
Claſſic Emperor engaged all voices. 
Every follyhe diſcovered (and ſome 
new one appeared every time he 
opened his mouth) they applauded; 
His Mother, with an air of ſatis- 
faction, hearkened to all theſo 
praiſes, and by an apparent mo- 
deſty, in ſeeming to think them 
above his deſert, added ſome- 

thing to them. | 


DvuRiNG this conerkirtin my Va- 
nity was on the rack. What ſtreſs 
could I lay on the praiſes which 
they had poured on me, when they. 
had given the ſame to ſo complea a 


block head? The Mother andSon took | 
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their leave, highly delighted with their 
viſit; and the company began to en- 
tertain each other, by turning into 
ridicule all the hyperbolical praiſes 
they had before beſtowed upon him, 


: Tr1s/was a new, but a very uſe- 
ful leſſon for me; and taught me 


through life to look with contempt 
on that groſs flattery which is of- 
ten beſtowed on a man at firſt fight. 
But this was not the only leſſon for 
which I was obliged to this day's 
Adventure; as 1 ſhall proceed to 


ſhew. 


T he Exp of the Finsr VoLuME, 


